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In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16
Holy Rosary Community School
has for more than 100 years been an
iconic fixture in Regina’s historic
Cathedral neighbourhood. Named
after the adjacent Holy Rosary
Cathedral, it is the oldest Catholic
school still in operation in Regina.
The school officially opened in 1916
after holding classes in the
basement of the Cathedral for two
years.
Holy Rosary Community School boasts a diverse student population
representing countries from around the world and serves a large area of
Regina’s inner-city population. It is an exemplary school that everyday
demonstrates its commitment to the Regina Catholic School Division’s
mission statement, “to work with the community and the local church to provide
a quality Catholic education that fosters academic excellence and the development of
informed, responsible citizens”.
Holy Rosary Community School also
delivers on the Regina Catholic School
Division’s Commitments to Students
and Families.
 Catholic communities of faith
 Literacy & Numeracy
 Equitable Opportunities &
Transitions
 Essential Skills & Practices in
21st Century Education
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School Review Committee
The school was placed under review by the Regina Catholic Board
of Education October 5th, 2020. In mid-November, the School
Review Committee was established to identify and bring forward
for the board’s consideration connections with the school and local
community. The committee is comprised of the following
members:


Members of the Regina Catholic School Division
o Karen Istace – Principal, Holy Rosary School
o Dave Magnusson – Superintendent of Education
o Twylla West – Communications & Media Coordinator



Members of the Catholic School Community Council:
o Cristina Ruiu – Chair, Holy Rosary CSCC
o Sharon Fusilero-Calamba
o Grant Vogelsang
o Tamara Mullin
o Phil Pearson



Members of the Community
o Patricia Elliott – Cathedral Area Community Association
o Samira McCarthy – Holy Rosary Pastoral Council
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Community Consultation
Between mid-November and midDecember, the School Review
Committee worked with students,
parents, teachers and the local
community
to
identify
the
connection between Holy Rosary
Community
School
and
the
community. During this time Holy
Rosary Cathedral sent over 400
letters to parishioners asking for
support and comments. Surveys
were completed by Holy Rosary
Community School parents, and
Cathedral Community Association posted an online survey for
members of the community. The committee received a large number of
responses, many of which raised significant concerns with the potential
closure of Holy Rosary Community School.
A virtual town hall was also conducted by the school
division in December to provide families and
community members with an opportunity to
understand the school review process and ask
questions. The town hall was well attended with
over 60 members of the community in attendance.
The responses that were received, through the
surveys and the town hall, were overwhelmingly in support of Holy
Rosary Community School continuing to be a cornerstone for Catholic
families and community members of the Cathedral neighbourhood.
Further information regarding the community consultation and town hall
can be found in the appendices of this report.
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What We Heard
Parents have the right to accessible Catholic education.
“It’s such an important community school because of its Catholic foundation. There needs to
be adequate Catholic education options for people. It services a large area”
“Our child won't be able to attend Catholic school if Holy Rosary School closes. We don't
want him to be bused to Sacred Heart school as it's too far.”
“The faith based education with the close support of a physical church and a present priest is
especially needed in this day and age because it helps kids build resilience and strength.”
“Many families may not find it acceptable to send their children to school at Sacred Heart in
North Central, or to Deshaye, since so many families choose Cathedral for its walkability and
strong sense of community.”
“If the RCSD closes the school those who live in the RCMP, Cathedral, and Downtown Areas
will have to search for other schools which may not be Catholic.”
“I think it is terrible that the school board is moving schools AWAY from churches. Schools
that are next to churches should be protected more than anything.”

Holy Rosary is more than a school, it's a community that nurtures and
supports Catholic values.
“Sadly, closure of Holy Rosary Community School would not only directly harm students,
staff and others who utilize it, but the community as a whole – and to an almost unrepairable
degree.”
“This little school is at the heart of the Cathedral neighbourhood. It embodies what most of us
would hope our wider culture would be, which is a diverse, yet harmonious group of people
whose goal is education.”
“Building a community is many small blocks fit together. This school represents some of those
building blocks. If closed, the community will suffer.”
“It is an anchor of the community – a key aspect to keep and bring families into the
community and maintain the vitality of the neighbourhood.”
“The Cathedral area is one of the more unique areas in Regina whereby there is a community
that has everything is within walking distance - including schools.”
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The community needs this school; parents are counting on it.
“The loss of support it gives to high risk families in the area is unthinkable. I am saddened to
think of what those families would do if neighborhood support was not accessible.”
“There would not be a closer location for my child and we would have to commute-which is
difficult when he is so young and I am a single working mother.”
“I lived in Cathedral for 15 years in the 00’s and want to move back to the neighbourhood.
With no Catholic school that isn’t bussed, this will be a deal breaker.”
“It is hard to fathom that the Catholic School Board would add this kind of stress to families in
what has already been an incredibly isolating, stressful time for families. I've always thought
that the Catholic School Board seemed so much more accountable and open compared to the
Public School Board, but I am utterly shocked at the callous, and some might say, calculating
timing of this announcement of a review for the permanent closure of Holy Rosary.”

The community needs this school; businesses are counting on it.
“I am concerned about losing access to the playground area. It is one of the nicest green space
close by to my daycare business and I use it daily with my daycare children. It is an all-season
location with trees (for shade in the summer) and playground equipment for play yearround. Holy Rosary is a center for community activity and both my family and my business
would suffer without the school here.”
“It’s a really big impact not only for my business but other businesses in the Cathedral Area.
First, we will lose a big customer, and for my kids it will be a problem because I don’t know
where I’ll be going to transfer them that is really near my shop, which is easy for me to
bring them to school and pick them up.”
“The school brings me business every year as older students wander the neighbourhood. I
feel the loss of even one school in the area is the start of the downward spiral of the
neighbourhood.”

Parents are highly satisfied with Holy Rosary Community School.
“I went to holy rosary myself from k-8. The teachers and support staff really helped me thrive
when I was struggling.”
“Personally, the school helped my child with slow learning ability. We migrated from Africa
because of my son issue, and within a short period we noticed a visible difference in our son.”
“Holy Rosary has been a large help in working with my child to overcome anxiety. The
support systems they have gave my child the opportunity to thrive and do well in school.”
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Student diversity, well-being and overall development is supported at
Holy Rosary Community School.
“The children have many different backgrounds and there is a wide range of social economic
status. It is very represented of the "real" world.”
“The diversity of the school community helps my children to be more empathetic and
supportive to their community.”
“I have been involved in refugee sponsorship and was very impressed by the support shown to
a refugee family who attend Holy Rosary.”

There are many opportunities for the continued viability of Holy
Rosary Community School.
“Magnet programs (ie. Cree, French, maybe Tagalog? Immersion). Having before and after
school programs and on-site childcare is a boost to enrolment—specially for schools near the
centre of the city where many parents work.”
“As the area continues to grow and refresh itself this school will serve an important purpose.”
“Daycare in the school, reinstate recess and regular school hours, and promote the school more
to neighbourhood residents and I am sure that enrollment would increase.”
“Diversifying programming to meet the needs of new Canadians, learning differences, i.e. deaf
or hard of hearing, and based education, First Nation Education based on Truth and
Reconciliation recommendations.”

Holy Rosary Community School has significant historical value.
“It’s the oldest Catholic School in Regina still active. It’s a small but mighty school that serves
a diverse population so needed in this city.”
“It’s the heart of cathedral. I went there when I was a child and have enrolled my kids there for
small community orientated school that aligns with my Christian values.”
“The school has a historical significance to the community and the city. It is important that
our kids see that the city and its older citizens value history.”
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Neighbourhood Rejuvenation
After many years of neighbourhood decline and an aging population,
Regina’s Cathedral Area is rejuvenating. The total population of 6,0007,000 is not rising, however the demographics are skewing younger. In the
2016 census, the neighbourhood’s largest age bulge rested between 25 and
34 years old. Not surprisingly, children under four were also a significant
population, numbering 490, up from 415 in the previous census. There is
every indication this trend is continuing; according to the most recently
available data, in 2018 the Cathedral Area welcomed 475 new families.
This has put pressure on our neighbourhood public schools. Baragar
Demographics projected enrolment at Connaught School would decline to
202 students in 2018 and would continue declining thereafter, necessitating
closure. However, the actual 2018 Fall enrolment was 464 students and by
Fall 2019 there were 524, more than double Baragar’s projection. According
to information provided by Regina Public’s division office, in 2020
boundary changes were made to address overcrowding, reducing
enrolment to 428. However, Regina Public anticipates enrolment will begin
rising again with the end of the pandemic, with estimated enrolments of
525-530 during the next 5 to 10 years at Connaught.
Similarly at Crescents School, student enrolment was projected to decline
to 174 by 2018, necessitating a merger with Connaught, but the actual
enrolment was 261. This year, there are almost 100 students above the
original estimate, with an enrolment of 268. Regina Public anticipates
enrolments of 280-290 Crescents students over the next 5 to 10 years.
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This reflects changes in our neighbourhood that are unfolding more
rapidly than data can keep pace with. It also reflects the impact of targeted
interventions, including Regina Public’s adjustment of school boundaries,
reinvestment in Connaught’s infrastructure, and efforts to attract more
students through community outreach activities. In short, a difficult future
was turned around by a combination of patience and strategic action.
The Cathedral Area Community
Association notes that Holy Rosary
School has untapped strengths.
Having smaller walkable schools is
an increasingly rare but positive
characteristic that brings families to
the area. Holy Rosary is particularly
well positioned to offer the intimate
learning environment parents want,
on top of being the neighbourhood’s
only faith-based school. These are
unique characteristics to recognize
and capitalize upon. Among the many ideas offered in response to our call
for community input, it is clear Catholic parents may start looking more
closely at Holy Rosary if supportive changes are made in school hours,
before and after programming, infrastructure improvements, increased
emphasis on French language learning, outreach to New Canadians, and a
wider catchment area for those outside the immediate area, to name a few
of the ideas offered.
The CACA is concerned about Holy Rosary’s future because all three of
the area’s elementary schools are needed to keep enrolment levels
balanced and attractive to parents. A characteristic of the Cathedral Area
is that there is a finite number of homes, and families tend to stay put once
settled, which is the source of distinct generational ebb and flow. Over the
past 100 years, area schools have managed generational turnover by being
attentive to school boundaries during low periods and, during high
periods, employing staggered school days and, in more recent years,
portables.
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The community association hopes Regina Catholic Schools will continue
to see future promise in the Cathedral Neighbourhood. That the
neighbourhood is named after Holy Rosary Cathedral is not insignificant;
it would be a great symbolic loss for the Church and neighbourhood alike
if Holy Rosary’s students were sent elsewhere or melted into the public
system without distinct identity.

When the CACA put out a call for public comments on the school review,
52 detailed responses were received, with all but one in favour of keeping
the school open. This included input from City leaders, residents, facility
users, school parents, school parents-to-be, and both Catholic and Public
school supporters. Notably, nearly a quarter of respondents were parents
of below-school-aged children, representing the next generation of pupils.
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Options for Continued Success
While it is the opinion of the School
Review Committee that Holy Rosary
Community School continues to be a
vibrant and viable school for many years
to come, options to increase the connection
with the community and student
population were investigated.
Some
options that have been identified for the
school division and board’s consideration
are:
 Changing the daily schedule to align with other neighbourhood
schools to accommodate working families.
 Investigating options for child care such as before and after care.
There is only one location that offers before and after care to Holy
Rosary and it is located downtown. The local before and after
program, located just blocks from the school will not walk students
to Holy Rosary but does service École Connaught and Crescents
School.
 Investigating attendance boundaries including moving the south
boundary to Hill Avenue. While enrolment pressures do not exist
at Deshaye, this would allow the seven relocatable classrooms to be
redeployed to schools with enrolment pressures.
 Offering dual-track French Immersion will reduce strain on
neighbouring École Connaught Community School.
 Investigating options for specialized arts or language programs
such as Cree Immersion.
 Promoting the existing Pre-K program and applying to the Ministry
of Education for additional programs.
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RCSD Review Memorandum
On November 18, 2020, the School Review Committee was provided with
the Memorandum to the Board of Trustees dated September 28, 2020. It
should be noted that per RCSD Policy #14, this information was to be
provided to the School Review Committee no later than November 1, 2020.
The School Review Committee would like to identify the following
observations based on its review of the Memorandum:
 The enrolment statistics identify that Holy Rosary Community
School has a total enrolment of 88 students. The impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic has a significant impact on student
enrolments, not only at Holy Rosary but at schools across the
country.
 Enrolments have been stable for decades at Holy Rosary
Community School. While the Baragar assumptions show a slight
decrease for 2020, the enrolments are shown to increase year over
year beginning in September 2021.
 The report identifies that in 2019-20, the operating costs were
$146,407. Based on the Education Funding Manual, schools are
provided with $79.14 per square meter in Plant Operations and
Maintenance funding. This equates to $332,467 for Holy Rosary
Community School, or $186,000 more than what is being spent on
the school. This funding would not be provided by the province if
the school were to close as it is based on facility area.
 The Provincial Government also provides funding to school
divisions for Preventative Maintenance and Renewal based on total
facility area. In 2019-20, Regina Catholic School Division received
nearly $2.75 million in Preventative Maintenance and Renewal
funding. A portion of this funding, which has been provided since
2013, should have been allocated to the identified building
deficiencies. This funding would not be provided by the province
if the school were to close as it is based on facility area.
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 Several building deficiencies that are noted relate to items that if
repaired would not only lower utility costs but would also be
eligible for federal funding through the Climate Action Incentive
Fund. In 2020-21 the Federal Government provided Saskatchewan
school divisions with $12 million to upgrade boilers, replace
windows and upgrade fluorescent lighting to LED. This program is
expected to continue into the future and could be used to address
energy efficiency projects at Holy Rosary Community School while
lowering the deferred maintenance backlog.
 The Memorandum identifies a savings of $438,443 due to only
needing one teaching position at each of the two receiving schools.
This is based on each school receiving 44 students with the
assumption that the enrolment levels at Holy Rosary Community
School will remain at the COVID-19 pandemic levels. With the
transfer of an entire Pre-K program and likely more than 100 K-8
students, this number appears to be overestimated.


While the additional cost of $60,000 per year has been identified for
transportation to Deshaye and Sacred Heart, the impact to families
and students has not. Increased transportation time will be a
deterrent to most families looking to provide their children with a
Catholic education.
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Appendix A
School Community Consultation
Holy Rosary Community School Survey
As part of the review of Holy Rosary Community School that is currently underway, the Regina
Catholic School Division conducted a survey to gather feedback and perspectives from parents
and guardians on their connection to the school, their experiences and stories related to the
school and the role of the school within the Cathedral Area community.
The survey opened December 2, 2020, and remained open until December 18, 2020. A total of
20 individuals responded to this survey.
Below are summaries of the questions asked and thematic analysis of the responses. Verbatim
responses can be reviewed in full under Appendix I.

Q1. What Group Bests Describes You?
20

19

18
16
14
12
10
8
6
4
2

1

0
Parent of Student at
Holy Rosary
Community School

Community
Member

0

0

0

0

Business Owner

Parish Member

Student

Other

Q1. What Group Bests Describes You?

Totals

Parent of Student at Holy Rosary Community School
Community Member
Business Owner
Parish Member
Student
Other

19
1
0
0
0
0

Q2. How Long Have You Been a Part of the Holy Rosary
Community?

Less than a year
1-5 Years
5-10 Years
10-15 Years
15+ Years

Q2. How Long Have You Been a part of the Holy Rosary Community?

Totals

5-10 Years
1-5 Years
15+ Years
10-15 Years
Less than a Year

9
7
2
1
1

Q3. What Connections Does the School Have to
Your Community?
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

Q3. What Connections Does the School Have to Your Community?

Totals

Contributes to Community Identity
Catholic Education
Holy Rosary Alumni
School-Related Activities
Supports Neighbourhood Friendships
Children Currently Attend
Provides Support to Families in Need

10
6
5
5
3
2
1

Q4. What are the Benefits of Attending Holy Rosary
Community School?
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

Q4. What are the Benefits of Attending Holy Rosary Community School?

Totals

Smaller School/Class Size
Quality of Teaching Staff
Convenient Location
Safe Space
Feels Like Family
Quality Learning Outcomes
Cultural and Social Diversity
Catholic Education & Proximity to Church
Provides Support to Families in Need
Beautiful/Historic School
Split Grades (Teacher Continuity)

11
9
6
6
6
5
4
4
3
2
1

Q5. What are Your Concerns if Holy Rosary Community School were to
close?
14
12
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0

Q5. What are Your Concerns if Holy Rosary Community School were to
close?

Totals

Less Convenience/ Poorer Ease of Access
Losing Neighbourhood Connections to Catholic Education/Supports
Poorer Quality of Education (incl. class sizes)
Less Support for Diversity
Losing Quality Teaching Staff & Supports
Adjustment Issues for Students
Lack of Assistance for Families in Need

12
11
11
5
3
3
2

Q6. Please Share with Us Some of Your Positive Experiences related to
Your Time at Holy Rosary Community School.
8
7
6
5
4
3
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0
Special
Teacher/Student
Relationships

Wonderful
School/Community
Events

Strong
School/Family
Relationships

Diversity &
Inclusive
Atmosphere

Amazing Students

Q6. Please Share with Us Some of Your Positive Experiences Related to
Your Time at Holy Rosary Community School.

Totals

Special Teacher/Student Relationships
Wonderful School/Community Events
Strong School/Family Relationships
Diversity & Inclusive Atmosphere
Amazing Students
Special Alumni Memories

7
7
7
7
4
3

Special Alumni
Memories

Appendix I
Full Reponses to Questions 3-6:
Q3. What Connections Does the School Have to Your Community?
“Convenient and kids love it.”
“I have had children at the pre-K and in the school. I have also had homeschooled kids who
have participated in sports and band there.”
“Two youngest children attend. I attended in kindergarten.”
“Sports, food bank in times of need. Our children go to school there and it is very close within
a short walking distance. They keep us informed on a regular basis.”

“Children.”
“We moved from Ireland in 2013 and our first child started in kindergarten that Sept and our
second child started in pre-k that October. From day one we felt part of a community while we
are part of holy rosary school. It has been the one constant, sage space for our children. The
teachers and each principal has been amazing and they have given our children a wonderful
education full of fun and given then the confidence and belief in themselves to aim high. They
continually go above and beyond to bring great faith based education to our kids and we feel
that Holy Rosary is a wonderful community of teachers and kids and families.”
“The school is part of the heart of this community. It provides a safe place for our children to
get an education. This school has shared their time and talents with the Dove House,
Cathedral Arts Festival and surrounding community. Many students have visited with elders
to read, sing, play games and socialize. Often this has been the residents’ highlight of a week
or day. Each year the older students get out and help shovel walkways and driveways in the
winter. The acts of the students and staff of this school may be small, but mean a lot to the
community and make it a happier place to live.”
“Members of my family have attended holy rosary since 2003. I would very much like my child
to continue his school career where his family has and is currently attending.”
“Participation in Cathedral Arts Festival every year.”
“My two children are the students of holy rosary school from last two years. I am proud to be
a part of holy rosary as the school values the catholic faith and values at the highest level.”
“From connection to Church, Art Festival, school walks in Cathedral neighbourhood where
entire community is connected.”
“Help keep kids in school.”
“Prior to COVID there were family nights and special activities for children to do.”
“It’s the only Catholic school in our community.”
“They offer assistance to families who need an extra hand with things for the kids.”
“Having the school in the community allows many kids to walk to school and stay connected
with our kids in the neighborhood.”
“My child goes to school here. We have been members of Holy Rosary parish too. We have
chosen to live in this neighborhood near this school.”
“I have had 3 children go to the school. Two have graduated. I live in the community and use
the facilities as well”
“The school has a historical significance to the community and the city. It is important that
our kids see that the city and its older citizens value history. It is also a place where events
sponsored by the school and CSCC happen throughout the year and these events we attend
because we want to be a part of a school community due to lack of family and friends in the
city.”

Q4. What are the Benefits of Attending Holy Rosary Community School?
“My kids learning has improved significantly especially after my oldest daughter had surgery
on her hand they helped to teach her to write and use scissors again.”
“It is a small school where all the teachers know all the students. Because the grade are split,
your child can have the same teacher for multiple years which is good for kids that don't
adjust well to change.”
“Close to my place of work. Kids are now in daycare and before and after school program
from my workplace the YWCA. Small class sizes. Very welcoming.”
“It is very close to home. They provide a nutritious lunch free of charge which helps us and
those on low incomes. It's a place where our children can go and play. They provide food bank
assistance. Christmas concert every year. Teachers and staff are wonderful and caring.”
“Teaches religion”
“Wonderful teachers. Efficient and caring administration staff, always ensuring everyone is
where they should be and doing what they should be. Great role models in the adults my
children meet in school.
Small class numbers mean lots of attention and more opportunity to do some extra fun
learning.”
“Holy Rosary offers students’ smaller class sizes where students can get the supports they
need. They are very happy and feel safe on the playground and in the classroom. Many
students come from all over the world and this allows them to learn about other cultures. Holy
Rosary doesn't just educate, they raise good people. People who are caring, compassionate
and lift one another up. Students recognize that not everyone has everything they need, but
that they all deserve to be cared for and respected.”
“Because it is a smaller school it is easier to meet and connect with teachers and other
parents at the school. I feel like it’s a closer community than at other larger schools.”
“It's in the walkable distance, free snack is provided, and church is right nearby the school.
Small size classes give teachers much better opportunity to give more attention to students and
form strong relationships. Smaller size classes also prevents bullying and enables better
student supervision.”
“My children are able to keep their religious practices and learn many good values based on
Catholic faith and practices. Teachers are doing such an amazing work to help the children in
all aspects. Timely evaluations and feedbacks were so helpful in assisting children at home.
Besides all these facts They also provide a great family support.”
“School size (small) allows children to be in touch and know with every person working at the
School, every student from other classrooms. Family like feeling from the day one.
Especially now during the pandemic I don't know any other School in the city that would make
me feel so comfortable for my child to attend.”

“Personally, the school helped my child with slow learning ability. We migrated from Africa
because of my son’s issue, in the course of looking for a school with no too much students in
class we came across Holy Rosary. It was our belief that if our son attend a school or class
with not too much students, the teacher will give him more attention than a class with lots of
students. And within a short period we noticed a visible difference in our son.”
“My daughter loves going school. The children are respectful to one another and the staff are
all amazing and willing to help when asked. It is a smaller school which is nice for the
children to have more one on one time with the teachers.”
“It’s a beautiful old school within our community that all my kids have attended. The size of
the school has always been the attraction for me. I have so many positive memories!”
“Great school with amazing teachers and students. Being a smaller school it is easier to get to
know one another.”
“I like the diversity of the children at the school. The children have many different
backgrounds and there is a wide range of socioeconomic status. It is very representative of
the "real" world and allows the children to be comfortable with themselves regardless of
background.”
“Our child has met friends from a variety of cultures and backgrounds. The teachers and staff
are very caring and attentive to each student's needs.”
“It is a real jewel of a school. The students, families, teachers and administration are
absolutely wonderful. The diversity of the school community helps my children to be more
empathetic and supportive to their community. The love and kindness shown by all involved
with the school is unparalleled. The lessons they teach and blessings they give are amazing.
The opportunities my children have had as a result of attending the school are significant.
Over the years they could be contributors and leaders to so many more activities due to its size
(this includes sports, music, drama, choir, crafts and reading clubs). The support from the
Church ensures my children have grown into kind, loving, compassionate and giving
individuals. The school is really an amazing place and a gift to Regina, particularly the
Cathedral Area.”
“Due to its smaller population, the kids know each other well and form special bonds with
each other. The teachers are able to give much needed close attention to each student. The
principal is able to effectively provide guidance and support. Parents know each other and
they help each other out. The faith based education with the close support of a physical
church and a present priest is especially needed in this day and age because it helps kids build
resilience and strength. Holy Rosary also meets the unmet needs of families in the Cathedral
and Downtown communities in terms of a Catholic education. There are no other Catholic
schools nearby.”

Q5. What are Your Concerns if Holy Rosary Community School Were to
Close?
“My daughter won't have the amazing teachers that stood beside her when she went through
surgery on her hand”

“I think it is terrible that the school board is moving schools AWAY from churches. If there is
any priority to keeping schools, schools that are next to churches should be protected more
than anything. (For example, St Pius, St Andrew). The church can provide great community
support and supplement the Catholic teachings. Also, the Cathedral is very beautiful and
shows children that people worked hard to build this amazing building for no reason other
than the glory of God.”
“Children would lose out on more 1 to 1 time with teachers, small classrooms, out of
neighborhood school, close connections lost, welcoming atmosphere would no longer be
there”
“Kids will have to go to a school further away which makes it difficult because we have no
vehicle. If we have to get a sitter before and after school would be difficult because other
schools are out of our area. The school is a social place as well. We would have to travel for
parent teacher interviews and we have no vehicle. In cold weather the kids don’t have far to
go. Ease of access.”
“Where would I send my 2 children to school?”
“I think the area would have a huge hole in faith based community education available to any
child in the holy rosary catchment area. The other schools in the area in my opinion do not
have as many kids that are as well-mannered and courteous in their neighbourhood (person
opinion). There
are lots of children that walk to holy rosary school and that wouldn't be an option if they are
moved to a school further away and some of these kids are bringing themselves off to school
and may not have that adult support to get to a further school away or if they miss the bus ,
maybe not get to school at all”
“Many of the students at Holy Rosary will be sent to larger schools. This may intimidate and
overwhelm them. Kids who have struggles will be much more hidden making their learning,
confidence and safety be jeopardized. This school has supported many families that have
struggled and brought them a place where they feel safe to get the help they need to provide
for their families”.
“There would not be a closer location for my child and we would have to commute-which is
difficult when he is so young and I am a single working mother. On top of this, he has bonded
with his teachers and classmates-he had a difficult time transitioning to school I the beginning
and I think a move would set him back tremendously.”
“Our child won't be able to attend Catholic school if Holy Rosary School closes. We don't
want him to be bused to Sacred Heart school as it's too far. He needs to attend a school in the
walking distance as one of his parents is not able to drive. We are scared that our child won't
get enough support he needs if he attends an overcrowded public system school in the
neighbourhood.”
“I am worried about losing such a nice teachers and all the other staff including office staff.
Also concerned about losing such a wonderful school from our neighbourhood which
encourages Catholic beliefs.”
“To lose everything mentioned above. Not being able to attend Catholic school in such
proximity of our home. Thought of having to move doesn't feel very comforting these days.”

“We live in the community because of Holy Rosary, if the school is closed we will have to
relocate and moving houses is not always easy.”
“Being able to find a school my daughter loves to wake up to every day. We had some issues
at a previous school and she had many sick days and lots of fights trying to get her to go.”
“That there isn’t a close enough catholic school with all the positives of a smaller school.”
“My kids love this school and would be devastated to have to go to another school leaving
their teachers and friends behind.”
“The children will lose out. Holy Rosary is a smaller school and it does a great job of
including and helping all children regardless of their background. I know the school is
special when you hear the positive feedback from teachers have worked in many different
schools across Regina.”
“We would no longer have a Catholic school near our home. We would likely attend a public
school which is not what we wanted for our children.”
“My concerns are surrounding all the losses the school closer would bring. The loss of
support it gives to high risk families in the area is unthinkable. I am saddened to think of what
those families would do if neighborhood support was not accessible. The loss of my children
having access to neighborhood Catholic Education (my child would have to switch to a public
school since we moved to the neighborhood to have walkable lifestyle and I will not be putting
them on a bus). The loss of the vibrant community gathering location it provides. All that
would be unthinkable and terribly unfortunate.”
“I'm a single mom with little to no help and support. Knowing that my daughter is safe and
loved in a small school like Holy Rosary and that the teachers support her gives me
tremendous relief and lessens my stress. I don't have to worry about her being bullied or left
out because the kids love and respect each other. Without this school, my only stable pillar of
strength and consistency will be gone. It is also conveniently located to where I work and live.
Before and after school is also close (YWCA) I do not plan to drive to work soon to save
money on parking fees (which is expensive downtown) We can walk to before and after and I
can walk to work. If I have to find another Catholic school, I will definitely have to drive.”
“The more I think about Holy Rosary closing, the more I think this would be poor decision by
the board if they decide to close. Two main reasons:
1. The Cathedral area is one of the more unique areas in Regina whereby there is a
community that has everything is within walking distance - including schools. This is the
reason many people to choose to live in this area. As much as I would love to have my kids
attend a catholic school, I won't be putting my kids on a bus to attend a school out of our
neighborhood when there are two public schools within walking distance. We will be moving
our kids to the public school division if Holy Rosary closes.
2. Holy Rosary school is a smaller school and has a very unique population. There are a
number of kids who are higher risk or who are newer to Canada. The fact these kids can go to
school where every teacher (and probably the principal too) knows their name is a blessing.
The school provides a very welcoming culture for these kids and gives them every opportunity
to have some success as they move through the primary school years. I can't imagine the
learning outcomes to be nearly as positive if these kids moved to a larger school very they
have a greater risk of falling through the cracks.

The second reason is the one that makes me the saddest when I think about the results of
closing the school.”

Q6. Please Share with Us Some of Your Positive Experiences Related
To Your Time at Holy Rosary Community School.
“Mr. Chase and Ms. Schoff worked amazing with my oldest daughter when she went through
surgery they made sure she was doing fine and if she up to school for the day they made her
feel like she was their own daughter.”
“HR school had a Christmas potluck in the basement of the Cathedral last year and it was so
excellent. What a beautiful way to bring the community together! Also, the sports are very
inclusive and try to have all kids playing, even if they are small or otherwise uncoordinated.
Another son of mine went to a different school, and I always felt that they weren't interested in
having the parents around. But at HR school, I feel like they want the parents to be a part of
the community and in constant communication with the parents. I believe that they truly
understand the idea of "parents as first educators" and are there to support and help families
be strong.”
“My family was welcomed into the Holy Rosary Community School with open arms. One day
when my 5 year old did not want to attend, I struggled to get him into the doors. Both Pat and
the principal both helped not only my son feel better but also myself. I called Pat a few
minutes later telling her that I will just park down the street for a bit just in case i need to go
back for him. She said there is no need and he will be ok. This not only helped ease my fear
of judgement as a parent but also eased my feelings for my son. I immediately broke down
crying from relief! Knowing that both my son and I were in good care, was the best feeling in
all my years as being a mother of 5 older children. I am and will be forever grateful for Holy
Rosary School.
I also went to Holy Rosary in kindergarten (the same grade my son started at Holy Rosary)
and the feelings and memories I have of my late Mother and late sister taking me to school are
brought back every time I now drop off my own children.
Thank you!”
“The social gatherings. Christmas concert. Easy to go and meet with teachers and staff. Very
friendly and caring staff. They have helped with access to food when necessary. Sporting
events.”
“Safe school, educational and supportive a positive contributor to the community.”
“I have so many positive stories of our time at Holy Rosary. The amazing kindergarten and
pre k teachers went above and beyond creating a relationship between home and school with
lots of class activities that we as parents could attend .
Our kids have gotten to take part in Bricks for kids, cooking classes, volleyball, school band
(where our daughter won an award from her grade level throughout Regina), battle of the
books, choir and they got to play with the Regina symphony orchestra for music. They have
gotten to attend globe theatre and other local theatrical performances. They get to put on a

wonderful Christmas show at the cathedral every Christmas. They get to be part of the big too
at the cathedral arts festival. Our daughter has performed each year at it... in general the low
numbers in the classes mean it's a more personal and start experience of schooling for my
children. We have always been very happy being part of holy rosary school community. We
often go there to meet friends and play at the playgrounds which were fundraiser for by the
CSCC committee. To me a country person at heart, it's a village within a city and it's a
wonderful safe learning environment.”
“Every interaction I have had with Holy Rosary has been positive. Students are kind and
welcoming to me. I love their energy and caring ways towards one another. I have had the
opportunity to sit in church to hear them sing, act and read. They are a true gem in this
community.”
“From the beginning we were welcome to visit the classroom and have talks with his teachers.
We have attended ceremonies in the church and the 2019 Christmas concert was an amazing
experience. It was a buffet where all the faculty and school families came together and had an
amazing meal before the performances.”
“Christmas celebration which was held in Cathedral basement in 2019 was a wonderful
family event.
Our child enjoys going to Holy Rosary School every day where he learns, plays, and grows in
the faith of God. He has amazing teacher and instructional assistant who help him to learn in
all ways possible. Small sized classes allow educational staff to give more attention and
support to each individual student.
Please keep Holy Rosary School open for our children.”
“Support from the office staff whenever there is a concern. Timely feedbacks and evaluations.
How my kids love their school and their teachers. Moreover it is so convenient for travel.”
“Prior to moving to Canada 2013/14 my first contact was with School Principal at that time
Mrs. Cindy Nelson who I contacted while still living in Croatia. Her reply made me feel so
warm and so welcomed. Made me feel scared less even though we were moving 8000 km away
from Home and Family. Upon our arrival to Canada (February 2014) and meeting Cindy,
Pat, Nicole Bast who was then a kindergarten teacher I felt safe to leave my child in their care
who didn't speak a word of English but felt all the love Holy Rosary staff unselfishly gave her.
Holy Rosary is important part of our lives from the beginning, our safety anchor and would
make us so sad to see door closed for good. Thank you kindly for everything. God Bless you.”
“There are too many to count. Both my husband & I work full time so we were unable to take
part in a lot of the activities that were going on. But the ones we were able to do you can tell
the staff have a wonderful connection with the children and they all seem like one big happy
school family. Whenever I pick my daughter up all the staff are happy and interacting with the
children and parents. The smile on my daughters face when she is done school is all I need to
see to know she is happy where she is.”
“Having all 3 of my kids attend there. And experiencing the character of the school. When I
was a little kid over 40 years ago I went to Deshaye and we would pick up the holy rosary kids
to go swimming. I loved the building and its character and always new when I was older I

would live in the cathedral. It’s a beautiful school in a beautiful location with such a diverse
group of students.”
“Anytime I was struggling with things for the kids, the teachers and guidance staff were
always there to step in and give a helping hand.”
“I know the school is special when you hear the positive feedback about Holy Rosary from
teachers who have worked in many different schools across Regina. We are very fortunate to
have our children attend Holy Rosary and for them to have had a great primary school
experience at Holy Rosary.”
“Last year's advent celebration and potluck was a wonderful community gathering. I have
enjoyed attending parent/student days in the classroom and reading stories or doing activities
with the children. I have provided support to the teacher for a field trip with my child's class.”
“I have so many lovely stories to share. One of the many was when we volunteered to drive
kids to skating many years ago with my oldest child. I was carpooling a bunch of children
including my own son. There was a new little boy in my son's class who did not speak much
English but he was glued to my son's side (he took a liking to his red hair!). My son would
have preferred to ride with his buddies to the rink but he saw how much this new little boy
really wanted to sit beside him so he made the kind choice to go with the new boy instead of
his buddies. The new little boy was all smiles and put his arm around my son in the car ride to
the rink. It melted my heart to see my son make such a good choice that I KNOW was not only
supported at home and the church but was modelled and taught at the school. Had my child
gone to any other school the story may be very different because of the lack of access to the
"new" to Canada children, size of school, availability of activities and lessons learnt are
simply not the same at other schools. This is one of countless Holy Rosary School stories I
have. I could write a book with the wonderful gifts, memories and stories Holy Rosary has
given my family.”
“The teachers and staff I've encountered over the years show that they love the school and
their students. They are dedicated to the education and wellbeing of the students. I've had
nothing but positive experiences with them. The students respect each other and it's so
refreshing to see all grade levels interact with each other like family. Families who attend the
school come from various socio-economic and cultural backgrounds yet everyone gets along.
I've had an amazing time attending events in the school and supporting the school in little
ways that I can. My daughter is growing up to be a wonderful, empathetic and kind person
and I truly believe that the Catholic education that Holy Rosary provides plays a huge part in
that.”
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THE PEOPLE SPEAK
Results of the Cathedral Area Community Association’s
Call for Public Input into the Holy Rosary Community School Review
In early December, the Cathedral Area Community Association circulated a call for public
input into the Holy Rosary Community School review. Via our Facebook page and
community newspaper, we reached out to all residents and concerned Regina citizens to
send us their thoughts on a potential school closure.
As a discussion prompt, we asked three questions:
● Why is Holy Rosary Community School important to the Cathedral neighbourhood?
● What things would you miss if the school closed and its students left the
neighbourhood?
● How do you imagine Holy Rosary Community School contributing to life in the
Cathedral Area in the future?
We also invited people to share personal stories and memories.
Who responded?
Despite a busy time of year, we were pleased to receive 52 detailed responses between
December 3 and 18. The majority of respondents, 51 per cent, identified as Catholic School
supporters. Thirty-three per cent identified as public school supporters, with 10 per cent
stating they were neither and 6 per cent unsure.
Of the 52 respondents, all indicated that they preferred the school to remain open, with the
exception of one just respondent who felt students could transition to the public system.
This indicates a strong appreciation of the school’s necessity among Catholic and nonCatholic residents alike.
Among the respondents:
● 35 per cent were parents of school-aged children
● 23 per cent were parents of children below school age
● 33 per cent said they use Holy Rosary’s grounds and facilities
● 37 per cent are current Cathedral Area residents, of whom 48 per cent have schoolaged and/or below school-aged children
● 17 per cent are planning a move to the neighbourhood
Notably, of those who said they are planning a move to the Cathedral Area:
● 78 per cent identified as Catholic School supporters
● 78 per cent are parents of school-aged and/or below-school aged children.

● 86 per cent of Catholic School supporters planning to move to the neighbourhood
have school-aged and/or below school aged children
What did they have to say?
People who identified as school parents and alumni spoke very highly of Holy Rosary’s
educational and community offerings. Clearly, they are not dissatisfied with their school.
The fact that it is the only Catholic school in the area was mentioned frequently. Of note, the
school’s physical condition did not emerge as a major concern in the responses. Instead,
people spoke favourably of the building’s historic nature and beautiful playground and
adjacent park area. They noted frequently that Holy Rosary is needed as the only Catholic
school in the area, and commented favourably on its walkability and positive supports for
students, parishioners and community members alike. They noted potential negative
impacts on inner city families, businesses and activities that rely on the school.
One might conclude from such comments that it is an opportune time to reinvest in
upgrading the school facility, as should be done from time to time. Although we did not
expressly ask people to provide suggestions for the board, many ideas for revitalizing the
school emerged in their responses, including:
● Bring back recess, lengthen the lunch period to make the school day a better fit with
parents’ work schedules (mentioned by many).
● Consider adjusting the catchment area
● Attract an on-site daycare
● Include before and after school programs
● Provide unique opportunities, such as language learning that reflects the
population’s diversity, French immersion, outdoor education, literacy and
numeracy supports, community-based sports and community-based learning.
● Improve communications and outreach: make use of social media, community
events and the Village Voice newspaper to promote the school.
All respondents consented to sharing their comments with the school board, attached to
this summary. We have highlighted some comments in bold that we feel particularly reflect
on the school’s role in our community and the importance it holds for people.

Why is Holy Rosary School important to the Cathedral neighbourhood?
It's the only Catholic school in the neighborhood where would these children go to school if
not HR? I lived in Cathedral for 15 years in the 00's and want to move back to the
neighbourhood. with no Catholic school that isn't bussed, this will be a deal breaker for
our move as we have a Grade 6 & a child entering the schools in 2 years.
It’s an essential part of the Cathedral community.
It is a Catholic anchor to the neighbourhood.
Because there is a classroom shortage in our city and I like that Cathedral can be a
family community.
It’s nice to have a Catholic school in the area and it’s been there over 100 years
My daughter attended this school, as well as my grandson attends currently. This school is
so community based. I feel the students learn to be inclusive and feel like they are part of a
family, in the school. The teachers know everyone by name and interact with the
children as individuals. A smaller school makes this possible, and therefore special!
I guess the importance would be that I don't know where the next nearest Catholic school
would be? It better not be St. Kateri, it's so crowded.
I went to school here from K to 8. It was a safe place for me when life was hard. This
school is important to all students who attend. This school creates a life long bond for those
who attend. It's a family atmosphere and I still talk to nearly all of my classmates 15 years
later.
Because it taught my step mom and my dad. I went there as well when I was in
Kindergarten/Grade 1. It has always been a vital and important school in the area.
Big community that deserves a good school close to home.
It is a pillar of the Cathedral Community. It provides an important link to our history being
around for over 100 years but it also provides a link to the future by educating the
community youth. It is a jewel of a school and provides gifts to so many families it
supports in the neighborhood.
Holy Rosary is the only Separate school servicing a unique, close-knit and challenging
neighbourhood whose needs are critical and fulfilled by an aging, but vibrant
institution. The diversity of its people, the natural barriers for young students to travel to
their local school and the storied history it has in supporting its locality are all essential
factors that highlight the needs, the challenges and the promise that Holy Rosary
Community School brings to the Cathedral Area. Closure of any school is painful and
requires time to heal. Sadly, closure of Holy Rosary Community School would not only
directly harm students, staff and others who utilize it, but the community as a whole - and
to an almost unrepairable degree.

It’s the only Catholic school in the area
Catholic schools make a community whole. It brings a community together
It isn't (respondent prefers a public school system).
It’s part of history and the community needs a Catholic school
It has been a cornerstone for families in the Cathedral area for decades - and plays an
important part in the cultural life of the city. It combines spirituality, education, and a
place for the neighbourhood to gather. I volunteered at a local daycare centre, and if the
school is closed, the daycare will very likely suffer because parents will have no way to get
their kids a separate school education and still take their kids to that daycare - it was
within walking distance of the daycare. This makes life way easier for area parents, to have
a secure childcare - school combination close to home.
I see Holy Rosary as the heart of the Cathedral neighbourhood. It is my favourite place in
the neighbourhood, where many of mine and my family's best times take place every
year.
During the Cathedral Village Arts Festival, we usually only take place at the events at Holy
Rosary for its beautiful location, playground, and room for the kids to run and play in the
park. We LOVE Under the Big Top where each school performs, the concerts in the evening,
and the children's area on the street fair day.
It is the main place in the neighbourhood where families casually meet and run into one
another in the afternoons and evenings. Families play soccer before dinner, kids play at
the playground.
I grew up a block from Holy Rosary, and when we bought our first house it looked out to
the park, school and Cathedral and it is without question, the most beautiful part of the
Cathedral Area, although I live south of College Ave. now.
I loved seeing the students playing at recess and was sad to hear that recess had been taken
away. When it was time to enroll our children at school, I immediately ruled out Holy
Rosary as I knew they had no recess. Every parent I've ever spoken to wants their
children to enjoy recess, get a break in the mid-morning and mid-afternoon to get outside,
and have an unstructured break. Parents know that recess is being taken from inner-city
schools in Regina, and many don't want that for their child. Parents also want an hour-long
lunch hour like other schools in the neighbourhood, and a school day that more closely
aligns with work hours.
My mom still lives in the 5 bedroom, 3-storey house that I grew up in, only a block from
Holy Rosary. She's in her mid-70s, and so are many of the neighbours on her block. There
are so many people my mom's age in the neighbourhood who are planning to
downsize in the next 5 years or so, and almost invariably, it's young families moving
into these houses. You may think that they will choose to go to the new Connaught School,
but as someone whose children are at the Crescents School, I have to say that there are

many, many parents who really prefer their children to be at a smaller school, with
fewer students, and a less crowded playground than Connaught has.
When Connaught's enrollment was low after having relocated to North Central for three
years, they vastly expanded their catchment area, which increased their school population
greatly. It is now a very bottom-heavy school, and they recently changed their boundaries
again due to reduce overcrowding. Perhaps Holy Rosary could increase its borders to
increase student population?
We did consider attending St. Pius, and one of my first questions was to ensure they had
recess. However, we did not send our children there, despite it seeming like a lovely school,
as we wanted them to be able to walk, to come home for lunch, and to go to school
with kids from their own neighbourhood.
I had heard parents saying that Holy Rosary had an amazing kindergarten, and small class
sizes that they loved. Every class at the Crescents is now a split grade class, so that is not
unique to Holy Rosary. I'm sure that Holy Rosary is competing with Connaught for
students, as it is shiny and new and really promotes itself on social media, and has French
Immersion. However, I've heard of many families not being content at Connaught, and
wishing for the experiences that a smaller, more intimate school with a less crowded
playground and classes provides.
I do think Holy Rosary could promote itself more to new, potential students, as I think it
has the nicest playground and park. When I was young, many neighbourhood kids went to
"Gym Night" at Holy Rosary. If enrolment is a concern for the school, that would be another
way to introduce local families to the amazing, small school in the heart of the
neighbourhood. Also, the public school trustee has written a column in the Village Voice
for over 10 years, telling about what is happening at Connaught and Crescents schools. A
regular column/articles about what is happening at Holy Rosary would do wonders for
parents contemplating what school to send their children to.
Having known many people who left Connaught when it moved to North Central
temporarily, I believe that despite wanting a Catholic education, many families may not find
it acceptable to send their children to school at Sacred Heart in North Central, or to
Deshaye, since so many families choose Cathedral for its walkability and strong sense
of community. It may be a compromise that many are not willing to make.
I live across the street from the school and have a grandson that attended so have very
close first hand knowledge of the school and staff. Too bad every elementary school
can't be this small as children have so much attention and guidance. I have no
grandchildren attending school here now and it's been my lack of attention that our tax $'s
go to public but I'll change that for sure if Holy Rosary remains open. My kids attended
public but my grandson Catholic school.
The school provides a safe place for many neighborhood activities to happen. It helps
us get to know our neighbors, spend time as a community, and build meaningful
relationships outside our homes. It's a place we can feel safe raising our families. Our
children deserve to have a safe school to attend where they can grow, thrive, and learn
from the other children around them.

I went to school at Holy Rosary and lived in the Cathedral area most of my life. Most of my
family had their funerals at Holy Rosary church. Not only is it important for the area it is
also a beautiful part of history
HRCS is the only Catholic school within Cathedral neighborhood. There is no other Catholic
school south of the CP tracks and north of Deshaye
It is the only walkable Catholic school in the neighbourhood.
It is a historical building. Why are we constantly pulling down our buildings?
It represents the history in the neighborhood. It is affiliated with Holy Rosary Cathedral
and educates Catholic faith.
It has been the heart of the Cathedral neighbourhood since 1912. I remember around 30
years ago kindergarten enrolment was only 10 children. The School Board sought to close
Holy Rosary then, but relented when parents said they would send their children and their
taxes to public school instead.
It is a part of the community. Without it, you are gutting an amenity from the
neighbourhood.
Regina CANNOT afford to have yet another school close...what is your plan for these
students...put them in another school so class sizes get even bigger
Schools build community - families live where they can be close to a school. The
Cathedral area has everything for a family. If the school is closed there is more bussing.
It’s the center of the neighborhood many children depend on the school for play as well as
resources.
It’s the heart of Cathedral. I went there when I was a child and have enrolled my kids there
for a small community orientated school that aligns with my Christian values.
It is the core school in this neighborhood. As the elected councilor I cannot understate
my outrage that this is even being considered.
It’s a beautiful heritage building. Three generations of my family have gone here, who
have all grown up in the area. This school holds a special place in my heart and plenty
others.
To me it seems as though the school and the church go hand in hand. It would be very
strange to have one without the other.
It is an anchor of the community - a key aspect to keep and bring families into the
community and maintain the vitality of the neighbourhood.
It's the oldest Catholic School in Regina still active. It's a small but mighty school that
serves a diverse population, so needed in this city.

Nice to have kids going to school close to home
It’s such an important community school because of its Catholic foundation. There
needs to be adequate Catholic education options for people. It services a large area and it
would be such a shame to suddenly have 1 less school in the area. Historically, it’s such a
community staple as well.
It's important to have a Catholic community school in the neighbourhood
This little school is at the heart of the Cathedral neighbourhood. It embodies what most of
us would hope our wider culture would be, which is a diverse, yet harmonious group of
people whose goal is education. These students learn that life can actually be this way and
they take it with them as they grow up. Also, being a small school, it helps build a strong
community. Parents are more involved in these schools rather than larger schools. This
brings in other members of the community as well.
It is a small school that helps a diverse set of children with varying needs. There are no
other Catholic schools in the area.
The benefits of small, walkable, neighbourhood schools are well established. The benefits
are there certainly for the students attending the school, but also for the surrounding
community. Families often make decisions about where to live based on proximity to local
schools. Having local schools adds to the vibrancy and also the public space
(playgrounds, hall rentals) in a neighbourhood.
The history of the building and the good that has been done for the children of the
community having this school in the heart of their neighbourhood.
It brings the community together. Would feel rather cold without the school.
It has made many kids including myself who we are today. Closing this school will
drive parents away.
It is important to me because this is where I went to school in and have so much memories.
I wouldn't not want this school to shut down.
In my opinion, Holy Rosary Community School is important to the Cathedral since it is the
only Catholic School in the Cathedral Area. If the RCSD closes the school those who live in
the RCMP, Cathedral, and Downtown Areas will have to search for other schools which
may not be Catholic and can be a great deal of stress for not only the parents, but the
students and faculty as well.
Because it’s the only Catholic school in the Cathedral area and I prefer a Catholic
education for my children.
It's the only Catholic school in the area.

It is the only Catholic school in the area
Well for one Connaught is already bursting at the seems and the Crescents is a very small
school. Where are the kids that attend this school going to go if it closes?

What things would you miss if the school closed and its students left the
neighbourhood?
Families being connected
It would be so damaging to see families move out of Cathedral!
I would miss the opportunity for children to attend school in their own
neighbourhood.
Young people and families in our neighborhood. Youthfulness.
The students lively up the atmosphere
Children bring renewal and life into a community.The playground would be empty and
some families might move out of our wonderful neighborhood!
The family atmosphere, the community aspect, the safe place for troubled youth
The laughter of the kids when outside. Having a place for my kids to play in the evening.
Seeing such a beautiful and important building possibly torn down and all the amazing
memories slowly fade away as the days fade into weeks into years. Being able to have a
safe place for my future kids to attend
It would involve shuffling students to other schools by bus.
The vibrant activity in the school yard. Kids playing and community gathering. The ability
for kids to walk to school.
The importance, particularly for students in need, to have 'a community school', to
come together to celebrate and overcome and to illustrate a positive future. Beyond
the critical importance of providing strong, Catholic education locally, Holy Rosary
Community School's closure would remove critical afterschool and community services,
support and facilities that many rely on.
Personally I wanted my child to attend the school when they got older because I did

I will miss the animated stories my special needs nephew tells me of his day at school. I will
miss the children hearing the kids' laughter walking to and from while driving through the
neighborhood on my way from work.
Wouldn't miss anything. Students would be able to attend local public schools
Seeing the kids here, it brings life to the community and a place for many families to go
The kids are an important part of the neighbourhood. Closing the school would
negatively impact the neighbourhood stores, and the Cathedral Village Arts Festival.
There are daycares nearby whose kids go to HR, and who would lose enrolment (and
parents would lose the ability to have a close daycare/school combination). Without a
Separate School, the area would be less able to draw families to the neighbourhood - having
both a public and separate school is a big draw for families. As well, this city has closed and
torn down so many wonderful heritage buildings. It would be a shame to lose the
architecture, the original wood and other features in the school. When I visited a few
years back, I was instantly transported to my own childhood, attending HR in the early
1970s. It has a feel like "family", rather than the cold modern structures. A feeling of
connection.
If the school closed I would miss the playground, the park for my kids, seeing the children
playing in the playground (although that's been a lot less without recess), seeing the great
diversity of children and families who attend Holy Rosary coming and leaving the
school. I love that there is so much cultural diversity at Holy Rosary. I think that there is a
lot of potential for higher enrolment by letting neighbourhood residents know more about
the school through social media, a school sign with information about upcoming events, etc.
(Connaught and Crescents both recently got prominent school signs), reinstating recess
(because parents in this neighbourhood have choice and they definitely want their kids to
have recess), an hour-long lunch like at other schools, a school day that more closely aligns
with the work day. I think Holy Rosary is probably the best-kept secret in the Cathedral
Area, judging by the way that every single family that I have ever known whose kids attend,
or have attended Holy Rosary in the past 20 years, feel about it.
The beautiful sound of the children laughing and playing outside. The teachers and staff
I've met over the years are amazing
Our children would lose the connections of the classmates they have grown up with since
pre-k. Having a child who suffers from anxiety, it would set him back a large degree
switching schools. Closing the school would also remove my children's faith based
education as we would not be attending the other options listed in this area. It would
be a huge loss to not have an option for them to attend faith based education.
Community and the atmosphere of family
Sense of community
The constant history of its presence.
That’s just not fair.

Children from all ethnicities and income levels learning together in a local school.
Building a community is many small blocks fit together. This school represents some of
those building blocks. If closed, the community will suffer.
The sense of community
People shopping in the area. Kids playing in the playground. Families using the school
and surrounding space. The staff and students being part of the community. Loss of people
- a feeling of vacancy and loss.
Having a safe school and place for the kids
Having access to a small community school that share my values that is in walking distance
A sense of place
Great events in the summer regarding the folk festival. I’ll miss seeing the sea of children
playing in the field in the afternoons and walking home from school!
It's the only Catholic school in the Cathedral area. The school student body should be built
up more so that it is worth it to stay open. The school itself is a great facility with the
large gymnasium, and as well the lower basement shower rooms.
The nearness of the school for the children. The activities that having a school roots in the
neighbourhood. The ability for the neighbourhood to grow with its children. I expect
losing the school would stunt the neighbourhood as families would not want to stay
somewhere without a school.
Neighbourhood kids not having to get bussed out of the community. Also just have the
sound of children in the neighbourhood
The kids and the friends for my kids
We use the outdoor playground facilities and greenspace here ALL of the time, so
that would be one thing we’d miss. I can only imagine the strain of adding more students
to already overcrowded schools elsewhere in the city! It doesn’t make sense in that
capacity.
I wouldn't be able to send my children to a Catholic school in their community
The kids happily walking to and from school, and hearing the sounds of them playing in the
school yard.
If these students leave the neighbourhood, they are going to miss the advantage that going
to a small school gives them. These advantages include better school performance and a
better likelihood of attending university than if they attend larger schools. If they stay in
the neighbourhood as adults, we will have a happier, more well-adjusted demographic in

our lovely neighbourhood and society at large. There is something fundamentally wrong
with the closure of small schools in favour of educating children in larger
institutions, which require more travel to access. One has to consider all of the wider
implications of this closure, which all lay on the side of not closing. The only favourable
thing about such a closure would be a short term savings of money.
The participation in the Under the Bigtop performances at CVAF. The cross country team
running up Garnet in the mornings. The sounds of children on the playground. The two
families that I know have already expressed their intent/consideration of a move if the
school is closed as they want their children to attend a Catholic School that is close to home.
Knowing that other children like me won't have the opportunity that I had to attend
such a special school in a truly special part of Regina
Since I no longer live in Regina...I already miss crossing the school yard on the way to
church. Reliving the memories of track meets, basketball games and "500" a ball game
against the brick school. Marbles we played on the pavement. With or without the actual
school there....I still have my memories which can't be taken.....so that is important. Also my
Dad built the scoreboard that was placed in the gym, as all five of the children in our family
that attended this school all participated in sports within those walls.
History, heritage, a Catholic school beside a Cathedral...and more.
The things I would miss would be the playground there and the great awesome teachers
and the history there.
If the school closes, and the students left the Cathedral area the neighborhood would seem
quiet and there won't really be a lot of life when the students are gone.
I would miss the physical school building, the staff and the students, they are all
wonderful.
You said the answer right there: the students would be gone.
Lack of community feel
My kids don’t attend the school but we use the playgrounds and the empty green space
there. They always used to play with the kids.

How do you imagine Holy Rosary School contributing to life in the
Cathedral Area in the future?
As it always has
I'm not sure how to answer this, without mentioning the families that live in the area
may have to move to other areas for schooling.

It’s an integral part of the community and important for students in the revitalized
neighbourhood.
I would assume a school would be a good hub for assembly of the Catholic community
and families within Cathedral and area.
It’s will be beneficial to families that live in the area that would like to send their child to a
Catholic school close to home
The school promotes diversity. Acceptance of different races and cultures.
As stated, the school is so important for children to have a welcoming place to go.
Continuing the education of our future generations. Having a safe place for our kids to
play. Being able to tell my stories to my future kids and them seeing the school and the
history of the school first hand.
Helping to shape young lives close to their homes.
I see it to continue to be a place for kids to learn and families to gather. I see it continuing
to support bigger community activities like the Cathedral Festival and the Cathedral
Church.
Beyond the excellent and essential services provided today, a more tailored approach to
providing services and support directly and focused on local community issues would be
an immediate and largely inexpensive way to utilize existing infrastructure to deliver
valuable community support. Safe afterschool programs, literacy and numeracy,
community sports and even community events and festivals - showcasing the diversity of
the Cathedral Area - could be delivered through Holy Rosary Community School with the
right support.
The students have always contributed to the Church and Cathedral Arts Festival
Giving kids an education like no other school. Helping them embrace God. Giving them a
sense of safety and pride within their neighborhood and a place where hopefully their
children can attend. My nephew is the 2nd generation to attend this school
I wish we had many schools like this. Small and very attentive to the kids needs. Not
overpopulated
As a community school, a cultural hub, and an adjunct to the Holy Rosary Cathedral. It
will continue, as it always has been, an essential element of the area.
I think that with effort, Holy Rosary's enrollment could easily increase. Put a daycare in
the school. That is how SO MANY families wind up at the Crescents and Connaught. Same
with Lakeview. I would love to see Holy Rosary and its amazing students and teachers
celebrated by seeing art and writing in the Village Voice!
I think that there's a lot that a smaller school offers to many families and children. At
Connaught there are a seemingly endless number of clubs and extracurricular activities
offered. At the Crescents, there are far less. However, my children at the Crescents

ABSOLUTELY LOVE their junior choir once a week at lunch, and they participate in it
because it is a close-knit and nurturing school. What I'm trying to say is that I don't think
one needs a school with a high population to have an amazing school experience.
Most grades are split nowadays anyway, and the comfort and closeness of a smaller school
are what some students and families really need. A friend of mine with older children gave
me advice that it is a lot easier for kids to join sports at a smaller school, than a larger
school where there is more competition for spots and it is more intimidating.
The Crescents is also an older school, and is not barrier-free, but for years, its population
has been almost at-capacity. My husband went to Davin as a child, and he said that there
were many empty classrooms when he attended Davin. It was also considered for closure.
Then the Public School Board's 10 year plan had either Connaught or Davin slated for
closure. Luckily, they reconsidered and kept both open, as they both have high enrollments
now. This could be the same with Holy Rosary.
This neighbourhood has been around for over 100 years now, and Holy Rosary since 1914.
Populations will ebb and flow over time. Every population geographer knows that.
And so many homeowners in the Cathedral are aging baby-boomers who have been waiting
to sell their houses as they love the neighbourhood. However, once you close the school,
there will never be another school there again.
It is the only Catholic school in the area, and will reduce the number of Catholic families
who decide to live in our neighbourhood. People will always work downtown, people
will always want to live in the Cathedral Area. There won't always be a brand-new
school opening down the street to lose students to. There won't always be a confusing
court-ruling about whether non-Catholics can attend Catholic school. I'm also very
concerned about the timing of this school review. It is difficult to fathom that it was not
discussed leading up to the municipal election, where electors could actually vote for
candidates who would be against school closures. They are a permanent solution to
demographics which will always be changing over time. It is also inconceivable that this
is being conducted during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic when it is difficult for
school families, neighbours, anyone to meet and try to save their school.

Some people who submitted their thoughts were local business operators.
Their comments included:
Holy Rosary is one of my regular customers. They order food from my shop for any event
they have in their school for more than 10 years now!!
The school brings me business every year as older students wander the neighbourhood. I
feel the loss of even one school in the area is the start of the downward spiral of the
neighbourhood.
It’s a really big impact not only for my business but other businesses in the Cathedral Area.
First we will lose a big customer, and for my kids it will be a problem because I don’t know
where I’ll be going to transfer them that is really near my shop, which is easy for me to
bring them to school and pick them up.

In addition to answering our questions, a number of people took time to
share their personal memories of the school. Here are some of their stories.
My children attended HR from 2000-2009, we lived in the area for 15 years, as a single
mom it was imperative we had a community school nearby. I am forever grateful for the
breakfasts, emergency lunches that were provided over the years. Community schools
make such a huge difference in a family like mine.
I grew up in the area and Holy Rosary was my elementary school. Some of my best
memories are from growing up there and I love the character of the school.
I have found that over the years, the teachers always go the extra mile to see that the
children succeed. I value their hard work and sacrifices to better our next generation!
I went to this school from Kindergarten to Grade 8 as did my three brothers. I hit many
home runs in and for this school! I used to skate every Saturday during winter and played
ball the rest of the year. It was so nice to have a school adjoining the Cathedral and within
walking distance of home.
My kids go to the school or have graduated from the school so I have so many wonderful
stories and memories. The most powerful one comes from listening to friends that have
kids that go to.
Lakeview school just south of the creek. The language some of these children used for
reference to "high risk" students was terrible and unthinkable. My kids going to Holy
Rosary would never dream of addressing any child in a bad way because these kids were
their friends. Holy Rosary is like a mini United Nations. The background of the kids
attending that school is so diverse and is a gift to any child attending to build empathy and
kindness for mankind.
I remember attending the school, and being totally awestruck when our class attended the
Cathedral next door - it all felt very unique, and very personal. Christmas concerts in the
gym, and later in the season, attending Midnight Mass with my great-aunt and great-uncle,
and falling asleep in his lap in the Church during service.
I loved going to Holy Rosary's gym nights as a kid, despite not attending Holy Rosary. My
older brother also loved gym night, and spent most of his adolescence at the basketball
courts (which were taken away to expand the parking lot a few years ago, which was so, so
sad to see). My brother attended Connaught, but most of his friends went to Holy Rosary
and they made friends on the basketball court.
I took piano lessons with a lovely, talented and encouraging teacher named Sister Boyle
who taught out of the convent at Holy Rosary (which have now been converted to condos).
My mom was Anglican and had attended Catholic boarding school as a child overseas. She
enjoyed speaking with Sister Boyle, and she told us that she attended Holy Rosary as a child
and lived nearby and remembered the Ku Klux Klan burning a cross at Holy Rosary at night

when she was a young child and how frightening it was. It was illuminating for me as a
child, especially as one who was essentially raised without religion.
One year the kids in my grandsons class were given the assignment of doing an anonymous
community good deed. So lovely.
Having the school provides our kids with a faith based, supportive, sense of belonging to
help them excel. Holy Rosary has been a large help in working with my child to overcome
anxiety. The support systems they have gave my child the opportunity to thrive and do well
in school. In future this school helps both of my children overcome any mental health
issues to become the best acting member of society they can be. Without the support of this
school, I do not believe either of them would have been given the same opportunity to
thrive and do well in life and in school. The teachers have worked hard alongside us and
truly care about each of their students which I have not seen or heard of in any of the
surrounding schools.
It is our parish church. THE LARGEST OF OUR CHURCHES. That alone should be enough to
save it.
I have been involved in refugee sponsorship and was very impressed by the support shown
to a refugee family who attend Holy Rosary.
I attended Holy Rosary from Grade 3-8. I’m now an adult but have so many memories at
this school, many of them with amazing teachers and classrooms and friends. The arts
festival was something we always looked forward to helping with painting the sidewalks
and the arts festival in the playground.
I went to Holy Rosary myself from k-8. The teachers and support staff really helped me
thrive when I was struggling. I was failing many classes and was later diagnosed with add.
By Grade 8 I had improved so much I ended the year on the honour roll, getting the Most
Improved Student award, Christian service award and school spirit award. I truly believe
none of that would have been possible at a large school or without the amazing
environment holy rosary provided me.
My sister and I went to Holy Rosary. My favourite part of going here was walking home
with her after school, going to the bakery for lunch and participating in community
connections. A program where children would play games with elders.
I remember going there in the evenings for gym nights where the gym would be opened for
kids to play in.
The playground is nice and big and was always the go to place as a kid. I think to lose that
would be a shame.
My niece loves her school and is excited and proud to be able to walk to and from school.
Both of my children went there. EAL students at the time. The staff were awesome and the
small school setting was beneficial to their learning.

It was a good school when I went there. Teachers that cared.
I went to Holy Rosary Community school and cherish every memory. The small class sizes
helped all students thrive. Being next to the big, beautiful church added extra value to the
Catholic education/experience. It was special (and very fun!) to be involved in local events
such as the Cathedral Village Arts festival. We were exposed to many different cultures and
unique experiences that contributed to us being open-minded, well-rounded, and learning
through different methods. I absolutely loved growing up at this school and am certain all
of my fellow students would agree!
Christmas and Thanksgiving suppers were served to the whole school. I thought all schools
did this but when I had to change schools I realized this was a collaborative effort between
the school and the church. It was a service to children who may not otherwise get a special
meal at the holidays.
I have many stories to share about Holy Rosary community school. This school has helped
me so much when I had just arrived in Canada when I was about 9 years old and has helped
me prepare my future and improved my English speaking skills.
Hello! My name is Stephanie Khamsisavatdy, I am a past student of Holy Rosary Community
School and my oldest son, Hunter Lauf, is currently in Grade 1 there. My mother, uncles and
aunties (7 of them), cousins (too many to count) also attended the school (the Phonsavatdy
Family) back in the day, so I am keeping up with the family tradition! I absolutely love the
school and so does my son, he has his cousin there with him and he would be devastated if
the school closed; he loves the staff and his friends there. This school brings so many
wonderful memories of my past childhood, there are school photos by the Holy Rosary
School gym and I can happily say that I am in all of them. I have 2 other children, Archer is 4
and Lucia is 7 months and my plan has always been to have them both attend Holy Rosary
in the future. I am so dedicated to this school that I drive all the way from our home in
Harbour Landing just so Hunter can attend the school! Thank you for reading this and I am
hopeful that Holy Rosary Community School continues to stay open! God Bless!

Appendix C
Virtual Town Hall – December 10, 2020

[12/10/20 7:27 PM] Hector Schuck (Guest)
One of the things that I think is very important is the connection to the Cathedral. I know that HR has
used the facilities of the Cathedral, and obviously the Cathedral is a gem of our faith and our
community. It is very sad for us as Catholics to be losing schools that are next to our Catholic
facilities. (For example, St. Andrew, St Pius)
[12/10/20 7:27 PM] Healy, Jenah (Guest)
Will reinstating reccesses be considered? I know lots of families that would choose not to send their
children as they get no recess ...so an earlier start and end time to the school day that would fit
better with a working parent?
[12/10/20 7:30 PM] Kate (Guest)
I agree about re-instating the recesses, and was considering asking the same question. So many
parents really want their children to have regularly scheduled recesses and a slightly longer day.
[12/10/20 7:30 PM] Quinn (Guest)
Is Holy Rosary not running at around 75% capacity? Where the other schools mentioned completing
a review in your report running at over 50% or similar capacity as Holy Rosary.
[12/10/20 7:31 PM] Ruiu,Cristina (ECCC)
The enrollment at Holy Rosary has not changed drastically historically and is forecast to not change
that much based on the forecast. Why the review now?
[12/10/20 7:31 PM] Lee-Anne Pearson (Guest)
What is different this year v.s. last year? Enrollment, building condition, etc?? Why would you bring
forward a review this year when families are already struggling through a pandemic and it is difficult
to meet and have discussions?
[12/10/20 7:34 PM] Ruiu,Cristina (ECCC)
We were told 5 years ago the building was in decent shape? Has that changed now?
[12/10/20 7:35 PM] Hector Schuck (Guest)
How big was the old Sacred Heart (pre-torn down)? And if it was so much smaller, then why was it
built so over-capacity? Was this planned to closed Holy Rosary by having Sacred Heart built so much
larger than it could have been.
[12/10/20 7:36 PM] Quinn (Guest)
I agree with Lee-Ann, and I disagree, while "no time is a good time" numbers could be altered, and
increased anxiety or stress to the community at this time. Is there another reason for the review as at
this time as it seems maintenance and cost for teachers (who are working from home, or cost was
saved) could have been reason to wait an extra year??
[12/10/20 7:36 PM] Lee-Anne Pearson (Guest)
Are you including the Gratton room as part of the capacity of the school? It is being used outside of
the normal school function. Where would 250 students fit in this school?
[12/10/20 7:37 PM] Grant V. (Guest)
How will closing and selling the school affect the playground? Many people use this park for family
activities.

[12/10/20 7:37 PM] Sharon (Guest)
If the Holy Rosary school closes, is the board going to help the parents look for before and after or
daycare spaces for the students that is close to the new school they choose whether its Catholic or
Public? Will school buses adjust to pick up the kids in these before and after/daycare locations?
[12/10/20 7:38 PM] Lee-Anne Pearson (Guest)
Do these students really fit at Deshaye when it is surrounded by relocatable classrooms? I am
thinking about washrooms, gym, etc
[12/10/20 7:39 PM] Mitchell Bonokoski (Guest)
We just came through a school board election. Why was the issue of the review of Holy Rosary
School not brought to the attention of the electors before the vote?
If the school is closed, a large section of the Cathedral neighborhood (South of Sask Drive, West of
Albert, East of Lewvan, and North of the new Pius) will be without a Catholic school. What
consideration is given to the impact this has on the accessibility of Catholic education if there is no
school close by within walking distance?
[12/10/20 7:39 PM] Quinn (Guest)
Is there another reason for the review was the main question.
[12/10/20 7:42 PM] Trish Elliott (Guest)
Have there been discussion with the neighbourhood public schools regarding the likely uptick in
their enrolment from families switching to public, as proximity is known to be a primary factor in
school choice. Are the other schools prepared?
[12/10/20 7:43 PM] Kate (Guest)
Are you sure that the Park is owned by the City? It was my understanding that the City used to rent
the park space from Holy Rosary Cathedral/school at the cost of $10,000/year and stopped leasing it
about 5 years ago.
[12/10/20 7:37 PM] Grant V. (Guest)
How will closing and selling the school affect the playground? Many people use this park for family
activities.
[12/10/20 7:37 PM] Sharon (Guest)
If the Holy Rosary school closes, is the board going to help the parents look for before and after or
daycare spaces for the students that is close to the new school they choose whether its Catholic or
Public? Will school buses adjust to pick up the kids in these before and after/daycare locations?

[12/10/20 7:43 PM] Nicole S (Guest)
Has there been any projections as to how long students would be on the bus to get to either of the
two schools? What are those?
[12/10/20 7:43 PM] Ruiu,Cristina (ECCC)

Because we need to do this town hall during a pandemic and it needs to be virtual we need to
recognize that many of our parents are not able to join (new to Canada and may not have access to
technology).
[12/10/20 7:44 PM] Healy, Jenah (Guest)
I think the predictions in regards to the future of the world in regards to the more common
occurrences of viruses/pandemics etc ...the board should be leaving spaces in schools with extra
rooms available for exactly what happened this year. Not packing each school to the brim and
having class numbers too high to keep everyone safe. Is this something you would now think about
when predicting safe schools for our children, considering the year the world has had?
[12/10/20 7:44 PM] Quinn (Guest)
If our family chooses to not register at the options you have listed, what other options are offered?
would we apply for the other schools? what happens if they do not accept our registration.
[12/10/20 7:48 PM] Trish Elliott (Guest)
My question re school choice was: Have there been discussions with the neighbourhood public
schools re potential increase in their enrolments?
[12/10/20 7:48 PM] Ruiu,Cristina (ECCC)
People move to cathedral area to have a "walk able" lifestyle. Closing Holy Rosary is in contravention
of that.
[12/10/20 7:49 PM] Quinn (Guest)
AMEN Lee-Anne!!!
[12/10/20 7:49 PM] Sarah Cummings Truszkowski (Guest)
Trish Elliott - Public Trustee here, I am here listening and will bring this info to the public board for
awareness of what's happening in Cathedral. Connaught is over-capacity (well, not this pandemic
year but generally), and Crescents is high too.
[12/10/20 7:52 PM] Quinn (Guest)
Exactly my thoughts Jenah, you asked better then I did.
(1 liked)
[12/10/20 7:54 PM] Trish Elliott (Guest)
In the enrolment counts, is every student present in the school counted, or are there some outside
the enrolment count because they are part of special/adjunct programs?

[12/10/20 7:58 PM] Kate (Guest)
You mentioned that Holy Rosary could conceivably have a population of 200 students. As I recall it
has had a student population of close to 100 for at least 30-40 years (with perhaps a population
bump while Connaught moved outside the neighbourhood).
Holy Rosary Church is the most prominent Catholic Church in the city, and it seems very sad to no
longer have a school community attached to the church.
(2 liked)
[12/10/20 7:58 PM] Ruiu,Cristina (ECCC)

So can Holy Rosary be open if the Board Office is moved?
[12/10/20 8:01 PM] Quinn (Guest)
I appreciate your view points Vicky, just a comment that parents like myself prefer the catholic
education over public, however catholic schooling isn't the only reason we make these choices. Some
of us reviewed the options you listed and chose not to attend these options for us with good reason.
This is why many may not choose to continue in public
[12/10/20 8:01 PM] Nicole S (Guest)
I agree with the comment that people move to this neighbourhood because they like the
community/walkability/location. I hope that serious consideration will be made to alternative
programs (like a B&A) that would help Holy Rosary stay open and grow, ideally.
(3 liked)
[12/10/20 8:02 PM] Quinn (Guest)
I meant not continue in Catholic Education and go to public
[12/10/20 8:05 PM] Healy, Jenah (Guest)
In my opinion childcare currently in the area needs to be open to walking kids too and from holy
rosary, a before and after school program and reinstating recess so an earlier start and later finish for
the working parent will i believe make Holy rosary more accessible to working families.
(1 liked)
[12/10/20 8:07 PM] Ruiu,Cristina (ECCC)
Is Pre K included in the count then? I thought Pre K was not included?
[12/10/20 8:08 PM] Hector Schuck (Guest)
To Shauna's point:
One thing that I know has discouraged parents from sending their kids to HR is the "constant threat"
of being closed. The house we bought was owned by a Catholic family who didn't send their kids in
the early 00s because they felt at that time that the school was going to close.
To grow enrollment, making a guarantee that we will not close the school. No one thinks that
Connaught will close and it has huge enrollment.

[12/10/20 8:08 PM] Bateman, Victoria (Guest)
I'm curious how you value the Holy Rosary property. I assume if the school closes and the property
will be sold. The property is quite valuable. Does the value of the property factor into the decision
whether you keep the school opened?
(3 liked)
[12/10/20 8:08 PM] Shauna Weninger (Guest)
Thanks Hector, that is a good point.
(1 liked)
[12/10/20 8:14 PM] Mitchell Bonokoski (Guest)
I don't have a question, but want to share that I am very much opposed to the closure of the school.
My wife and I bought our home on the 1900 block of Athol St in part because it was walking distance

to Holy Rosary. We don't have children yet, but will be very disappointed if the option of a Catholic
school within walking distance is no longer available once we start our family.
(1 liked)
[12/10/20 8:15 PM] Netsai Tobline Goreraza (Guest)
I think a review during a pandemic will not give us a true and balanced outcome
(1 liked)
[12/10/20 8:15 PM] Hector Schuck (Guest)
I disagree with Dave's point. I think the threat is there. I had a conversation with the previous 2
principals there about this "threat." Added to the old owners of my home, I can say that maybe
"unofficially" it's not on the docket, but it certainly is a subtle threat.
[12/10/20 8:16 PM] Quinn (Guest)
When speaking with some of the older Fr. and Sr. it is mentioned that Holy Rosary maybe a historical
building. How would this play into the decision?
[12/10/20 8:17 PM] Tam (Guest)
If reports or information in this presentation changes, when are those updates available to the CSCC
and our community/public?
[12/10/20 8:20 PM] Kate (Guest)
I remember people talking about closing Holy Rosary in the 1980s, and I think if people know that it
has around 100 students, they may have been concerned, especially since people were aware of the
Public School Board planning to close EITHER Connaught or Crescents about 10 years ago.
Thank goodness they didn't as both schools are now full to capacity.
(2 liked)
[12/10/20 8:22 PM] Quinn (Guest)
If COVID shuts places down what will happne

[12/10/20 8:24 PM] Healy, Jenah (Guest)
WIll the types of families attending holy rosary be taken into account..in other words , what if lots of
these kids miss a bus now that are used to strolling to school, they may not have adults capable or
able (lack of transport) to bring them to school..this has apotential of making an availabilty of an
education harder for some children
(3 liked)
[12/10/20 8:27 PM] Healy, Jenah (Guest)
Thanks and Merry Christmas. Keep Holy Rosary open...its a great school
[12/10/20 8:27 PM] Istace, Karen (Guest)
Thank you to all the Holy Rosary Families for your participation!
(1 liked)

