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News from the Cathedral Area Community Association

“Make
Regina
Safer For
All” Survey
by City Of Regina

Outdoor Winter Photo Exhibit At
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
by Paul Dechene
In their season-long endeavor to
encourage Regina residents to embrace
winter, Project Play YQR launched the
Capture The online photography
workshop. The instructor for the free
class was Danielle Tocker of Danielle
Tocker Photography.
“The response was great,” says Project
Play’s Whitney Blaisdell, noting the
workshop attracted between 50 and 60
amateur and semi-pro shutter bugs.

After the workshop, participants were
encouraged to submit their favourite winter
photos. Project Play YQR printed the pics
and set up two outdoor photo galleries.
One at the South Leisure Centre and one,
which you may have seen already, at the
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre. Images
include winter landscapes, local wildlife
and snowfolk. Featured photographers
include Bill Paisley, Brenda Goudy,
Brittany Perry, Cathy Wall, Courtney
Rudolph, Fenek Farms, Gerda Yantz,

Karen Paisley, Millie Mantyka, Nicole
Strandlund, Scottie Frostad.
The Magic Of Winter photography
workshop is just the latest of Project
Play’s winter activities. Earlier in the
season they put on a snow sculpture
event in Les Sherman Park. Hawkeyed
sculpture hunters can still spot a few of
the construction which have since melted
into snow nubs.
“It’s been a great winter, all things
considered,” says Blaisdell.

The City of Regina asks residents to
build a stronger community together by
helping develop Regina’s first-ever
comprehensive Community Safety &
Well-being (CSWB) Plan. The first
opportunity to participate begins today
with the launch of a new online
community survey on Be Heard Regina.
“Cities across Canada are increasing
their focus on community safety and
well-being by recognizing that it cannot
rest solely on the shoulders of the
police,” says Mayor Sandra Masters.
“Instead, we recognize that it is a
responsibility we all share, requiring an
integrated approach through social
development, prevention and risk
intervention. This is an opportunity to
look closely at our community and
understand how the needs of all residents
are being met and where we need to
focus attention to address the gaps.”
The City is partnering with the
Canadian Municipal Network on Crime
Prevention to develop the CSWB Plan. In
addition to the community survey, over
the next few months, focused
conversations will take place with a
broad range of stakeholder groups
including, but not limited to, youth,
seniors, women, Indigenous residents,
newcomers, community service providers
and residents within a number of Regina
neighbourhoods.
The plan will require a collective
approach to issues such as poverty and
inequality as well as the development of
services for those struggling with mental
illness, substance use challenges, and
homelessness. These long-term efforts
Community Well-Being & Safety
Consultation, continued page 2

On Tenterhooks Over Holy Rosary School
by Paul Dechene
At the time this paper goes to press, Regina Catholic
School Division is mere days from announcing their
decision on the fate of Holy Rosary School. Will it
continue as an elementary school? Or will it be closed
and sold and turned into… condos? Pet hospital?
Wizarding academy? You likely know the answers to at
least some these questions. I don’t.
RCSD has been conducting a review of Holy Rosary
School since October and on February 1, they held a
meeting at which they listened to presentations from
community members who want to save the school from
closure.
The CACA participated in the review process and
contributed to a report that was presented at this Feb 1
meeting. The report laid out the importance of the
school and the strong support among Cathedral
residents for it to continue as a place of learning and a
community hub.
Those who presented on Feb 1 report that they did not
receive questions or feedback from RCSD trustees. The
board only informed them that they would make a

decision on the fate of the school by March 1.
It is notable that RCSD is not only reviewing Holy
Rosary School. The RCSD board also approved a
motion in Oct to issue a Request For Proposal to sell
the attached Catholic Education Centre office on
Cameron St. Similar RFPs for the office were issued in
2019 and 2018.
If RCSD decides to close Holy Rosary and proceeds
with selling the Catholic Education Centre, this
introduces enormous uncertainty right into the heart of
Cathedral.
Holy Rosary sits within a tract of parkland that is a
crucial greenspace for Cathedral — it’s land that is also
the property of RCSD. Will it be left as-is after the sale
of the school and offices? Or will it be incorporated
into the deal much as happened with the playground on
the Victoria School site when that was sold?
Considering the importance of this park — not just
for day-to-day recreation but as a primary venue for the
CVAF — waiting for this announcement from RCSD
has been an ulcerific ordeal.
— with files from Trish Elliott, Jim Hall & others

Zoning Map of Holy Rosary School and Environs. The
land on which Holy Rosary sits is zoned Institutional.
Surrounding zones are RU (Residential Urban), RL
(Residential Low-Rise) and ML (Mixed Low-Rise which
is a type of commercial zoning).
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Thanks To All The
Awesome Snow
Angels
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Chelsea Walters

Once again, the Cathedral Area Community
Association partnered with the City of Regina to
coordinate the Cathedral Snow Angels program.
The idea is simple: gather a team of stalwart
shovelling volunteers and
pair them up with people in
the neighbourhood who
aren’t able to shovel their
walk on their own.
The program was an even
bigger success than last
year. We were able to help
19 households.
Thanks to support from
the City, we were able to
reward each of our
volunteer Snow Angels
with a gift certifactes to
Elle’s Café or Butcher Boy
Tyler & Alana Folk
Meats.

Sena Debia

Aidan Conway
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Melissa & Jason Burns

Kathryn McCudden

UPCOMING CACA
BOARD MEETINGS
T u e s d a y s
March 23 & April 27
Meetings were held in the Cathedral
Neighbourhood Ctr but now they’re
online. If you wish to attend, email
caca@sasktel.net and we’ll send you

Thanks to the City of Regina for
their continued support.

an invite and save you a virtual seat.

Community Well-Being & Safety
Consultation, continued from pg 1
should also be balanced with more
immediate interventions to prevent and
reduce crime.
“We’re looking at what currently exists
and works well to support community
safety and well-being, while also
identifying needs and challenges,” says
Diana Hawryluk, Executive Director,
City Planning & Community
Development. “Community engagement
is very important to this process. We

want to understand how residents
currently perceive community safety and
well-being in Regina, and to learn from
their lived experiences.”
The final report for Regina’s
Community Safety & Well-being Plan is
scheduled to be delivered to Council for
consideration by September 2021.
Visit Be Heard Regina or Regina.ca/
wellbeing to take the survey or learn
more.

March – April 2021
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Snow Many More
People In The
Neighbourhood

No one would have guessed that the
kid running up and down the creek hill
after every snowfall would become a
legend. Trusty toboggan at his side,
nothing could stop BRADLEY
KITCHENER’S determination. Not
only would he go on to successfully
campaign for slalom tobogganing as
an official Winter Olympic event,
Bradley would be the best the sport
had ever seen.

by Jack Caseros

It would take a lot more than a pandemic to
change TRISH and ANGUS’ minds. Some called
them snowbirds, but they knew where their feet
were planted. Theirs was no flight of fancy. Warm
weather and sunshine was good for a person,
regardless of where they were born. With nowhere
to go this winter, Trish decided they would take
matters into their own hands and bring the tropics
home.

CHÂTEAU MONTAGUE’S unique
architecture was supposed to usher in a
revolution for this niche market of home
design. Taking notes from Scottish castles
and Canadian forts, the Château’s builders
set out to remake cityscapes across the
Canadian Prairies. Orders flourished as
demand soared. However, city developers
would not approve their dovecotes,
cannons, or reliance on oil lamps. This
showhome model remains their only
surviving mark on the landscape.

Lewis Carroll may have introduced readers to
the White Rabbit in Alice’s Wonderland, but
the author was a rogue. Gasp, indeed! Did you
know his real name was Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson? And that he purposefully
manipulated poor Alice’s misadventure? Just
ask the OTHER WHITE RABBIT, who was
in no hurry at all. He would have cleared up
Alice’s confusion right away, had the
disguised Mr. Dodgson not sabotaged his
brother rabbit’s alarm clock. They say
narratives are born from conflict. This one is a
bit dodgy, if you ask me.

Lonely At Safeway — A Pre-COVID Story
by Arleen Cornish
Maude hadn’t been out of her small
apartment all week, the apartment her
children had assured her would be just
right. She wouldn’t have more than a few
steps to go to the cupboards, the
bathroom and back to the recliner. Yet,
reminiscent of a sleek black panther she
had once observed at the zoo, in the
confines of his small enclosure, pacing
back and forth, back and forth; she too
paced her enclosure. From the living
room window to the kitchen table: seven
steps, over to the kitchen sink: four steps,
to the bathroom: six steps and to the door
of her bedroom: three steps. The whole
unit would have fit into her living room
at home.
But, it was Seniors’ Day at Safeway and
she was just putting on a light dusting of
face powder, picking up her purse,
stuffing coupons in the outside pocket
and cramming swollen feet into her best
walking shoes.

It was hell to be old and have to wear
such ugly shoes. She remembered her
dainty feet dancing the night away at the
Trianon Ballroom; open toed, sling-back
high heels, shiny black patent leather, a
small rebellion against the nuns who had
warned that men might be able to see
your underwear in their reflection.
She had phoned her son in Toronto. His
secretary said, “Mr Bryson was
unavailable would she like his voice
mail?”
“No. No, thank you.”
She had also called her daughter in
town. No answer. She was probably
taking her kids to hockey practice or
music lessons. They were so busy. Had
she ever been that busy with her own
family?
The only time her phone had rung was
for a survey; which she agreed to do,
“only 10 minutes of her time required.”
Then, when they came to the age
demographic, the young woman told her,
“You’re over 75. I’m sorry, you are too

old for our survey.”
“But I watch TV. I buy things from the
stores.”
“No. No, thank you.”
She passed through the automatic
doors. Ah, quite a few people here. That
was a good sign.
She always started with the produce
aisle, as the produce man generally said
good morning to her. Where was he? Oh,
likely in the back. Well, he usually came
out by the time she had picked out her
weekly fruit and vegetables.
She smiled tentatively at the older man
also picking up and carefully examining
apples. He responded, “Prices have sure
gone up in the last year.”
“Oh yes,” she agreed. She thought this
was good openers for a conversation but
he moved on to the grapefruit.
Thinking of choosing some tea biscuits,
she and another lady both exchanged
complicit looks, indicating, “How am I
supposed to choose from the entire aisle
of cookies and crackers?”
She checked to make sure her favourite
cashier was on duty this morning. Goldie
always greeted you by name and with a
smile and remembered enough of your
life to have a meaningful visit. Sure
enough, “Hi, Mrs Bryson. How are you
today? I like your red scarf. Is your son
coming for Christmas?”
“Why, thank you. I bought it at Eatons,
when there still was an Eatons in town.
Always quality goods, you could count
on them lasting and no questions asked
over refunds. And, no, they can’t make it
this year. They’re going to Aruba for the
holidays.”
Then, the boy who carried her groceries
was so sweet. He said, “Would you like
to hang onto my arm? It’s ice out there.”
Wasn’t that the very essence of kindness?

So, chivalry was not yet dead in this
younger generation.
Once home, she could hear her radio
playing as she put her key in the door.
She always left her radio on, and one
lamp, when she went out. It made her
place seem less silent and empty to return
to the sound of human voices and the
amber glow of her Tiffany lamp to greet
her.
She put down her groceries (two trips
from the car, one bag each time) in the
tiny kitchen. She remembered her own
home kitchen, her family hungry and full
of pent up energy, waiting for her to set
down bowls of homemade soup on the
yellow arborite table. The lovely buzz of
their banter, teasing, arguing, swirling
about her aproned self was something to
savour. Hot and steamy that crowded
kitchen, but a place of life and love.
She felt a pang in her chest for love lost
and gone forever. Dan was gone, husband
of 50 years. A child swept away in the
tumult of a rafting accident.
She carries that always in a pocket of
her soul. Was that really her life? It
seems somehow remote and unreal.
Now, where was that hot water bottle?
The cold northwest wind and the effort of
getting out for groceries had aggravated
her hip, time to lie down and rest it. Such
little effort these days resulted in such
hard consequences.
From her bedside table she pulled out
her rosary, prayed every day for absent
children and grandchildren. This was her
way of keeping them close, asking God
to take care of them. It seemed it was the
only way she still had to express her love
for them.
Then, blessed sleep. Relief from pain.
Her last waking thought, “ That was nice
at Safeway today.”
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CACA 2021 Spring Program Guide
The Cathedral Area Community Association is dedicated to making the
Cathedral area a vibrant neighbourhood with a hometown feel and a rich sense
of community. We offer a variety of fun classes for all ages and interests.
As well, we have community garden plots available for rent at a cost
recovery price located just west of the Lewvan off 13th Avenue. You can
contact the office starting February 1 if you want to be put on the waiting list.
Priority is given to Cathedral Area residents for garden plots and for all
programming.
Do you or someone you know in the Cathedral Area require assistance with

FAMILY & COMMUNITY
Parent & Baby Group — All Ages
Thu Jan 7-Jun 24 1-2:30 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register (Membership
required)
Parent & Baby Group — All Ages
Fri Jan 8-Jun 25 11 am-12:30 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register (Membership
required)
Annual General Meeting (AGM)
— All Ages
Tue Mar 16 7-8:30 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free
Cathedral Village Arts Festival —
All Ages
Mon-Sat May 24-May 29
Online
Free

CHILDREN
Kids Painting: Unicorn Dream —
7-10 yrs
Sun Mar 21 10 am-12 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$20
Kids Painting: Uniturtle Princess —
7-10 yrs
Sun Apr 18 10 am-12 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$20
Kids Painting: Spring Bloom—
7-10 yrs
Sun May 16 1-3 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$20
Kids Painting: Patches the Pup —
7-10 yrs
Sun June 13 1-3 p.m.
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$20

ADULT
Fitness: Forever In Motion —
55+ yrs
Mon Jan 11-Jun 28 12:25-1:25 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register (Membership
required)
Fitness: Forever In Motion —
55+ yrs
Mon Jan 11-Jun 28 1:30-2:30 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register (Membership
required)
In Shape: Exercise for Heart,
Lungs, Muscles & Brain —
50+ yrs
Wed Apr 7-May 26 1-2 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$50
Tai Chi Chih, Beginner:: Joy
Through Movement TRIAL CLASS
— 18+ yrs
Mon Apr 5 8-9 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register
Tai Chi Chih, Beginner:: Joy
Through Movement — 18+ yrs
Mon Apr 12-Jun 14 8-9 p.m.
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$70
Tai Chi Chih, Continuing: Joy
Through Movement TRIAL CLASS
— 18+ yrs
Mon Apr 5 6:45-7:45 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register
Tai Chi Chih, Continuing: Joy
Through Movement — 18+ yrs
Mon Apr 12-Jun 14 6:45-7:45 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$70
Yoga: Chair, Mixed Levels —
18+ yrs
Tue Apr 13-Jun 15 10:30-11:30 am
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$70

snow shovelling but don’t have the resources to hire someone? Or are you
willing to help someone who requires assistance? Visit cathedralvillage.org
for details.
The Leslie Park Rink shack will remain open for your convenience through
to mid-March, weather permitting.
• Tue-Thu: 5:30-8:30 p.m.
• Fri: 5-9 p.m.
• Sat-Sun: 2-5 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.
Yoga: Chill Out — 18+ yrs
Tue Apr 13-Jun 15 5:45-7 p.m.
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$80
Yoga: Yin — 18+ yrs
Thu Apr 15-Jun 17 5:45-7 p.m.
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$80

OLDER ADULT
Fitness: Forever In Motion —
55+ yrs
Mon Jan 11-Jun 28 12:25-1:25 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register
(Membership required)
Fitness: Forever In Motion —
55+ yrs
Mon Jan 11-Jun 28 1:30-2:30 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
Free - Please register
(Membership required)
In Shape: Exercise for Heart,
Lungs, Muscles & Brain —
50+ yrs
Wed Apr 7-May 26 1-2 pm
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$50
Yoga: Chair, Mixed Levels —
18+ yrs
Tue Apr 13-Jun 15 10:30-11:30 am
Cathedral Neighbourhood Centre
$70

ONLINE SPRING
PROGRAM
REGISTRATION
OPENS…
MARCH 1, 2021
Go to the Cathedral
Area Community
Association website
to register for all our
programs…
cathedralvillage.org
hhh
PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO
COVID, ALL PROGRAMS
ARE TENTATIVE
In the event of future
COVID-related
restrictions, we may have
to cancel or reschedule
programs or move them
online on short notice.

March – April 2021
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Pocket Park & Bird
Houses: Spring
Microgrants Awarded
by Karen McIver
Twice a year the Cathedral Area
Community Association puts a call out to
community members to apply for a
micro-grant. Our microgrant committee
and the board is thrilled with all of the
applications we received this microgrant
term. We truly are inspired by all of the
thought and commitment the residents in
the cathedral village put into their
applications and project ideas to make
sure the neighborhood continues its
vibrant, hometown feel while enhancing
the character of the community, and
modeling environmental sustainability.
Below is an outline of the two successful
applicants’ projects, in no particular
order.
One of the successful applicants is
Angela Tremka. She describes her project
as: “Walking through the Cathedral
neighbourhood, one is welcomed by
tunnels of arching trees alive with
birdsongs; murals of birds and wildlife
decorating garage doors and buildings;
and, in the summertime, lush flower and
vegetable gardens. This neighbourhood
clearly embraces nature and the presence
of feathered friends. This project includes
a plan to engage community members to
install and observe birdhouses,
contributing to nesting habitat while
exploring nature and the neighbourhood
around them.” Her project includes
approximately 50 Saskatchewan-built
birdhouses that will engage community
members to paint and decorate the bird
houses before they are distributed into
the community. The community will also
be engaged with local bird fact sheets.
“Each birdhouse will be accompanied by
a visually appealing, easy to read, ‘Fun
Facts’ sheet. This sheet will provide
unique facts about the birds that frequent

this neighborhood, the types of birds
that may nest in birdhouses, and the
positive impacts nature has on our
wellbeing, helping kids and adults alike
to build their knowledge.” Lastly, her
project will include a Cathedral Area
Nature Scavenger Hunt: “Each
birdhouse will have an identifiable
aesthetic – which will make the
scavenger hunt extra fun for families in
the neighborhood! The Scavenger Hunt
will be included with the birdhouses.”
The other successful applicant is the
Westminster United Church. The
project they proposed is titled
Westminster Community Green Space.
This project is located in the area to the
west side of the church building at 13th
Avenue and Cameron Street. To them, it
is an area that is currently underused
and uninviting. Their goals of this
microgrant project are to create a small
neighbourhood park and enhance
outdoor play space for the children who
attend the Cathedral Coop Daycare
located at Westminster and for all
children in the community.
They explain that “This project will
enhance our Cathedral area community
by revitalizing the space with a seating
area, new vegetation, and children’s
play area, inviting our neighbours of all
ages to meet and relax.” They are
planning to remove the current grass
and infill and to replace it with crusher
dust for the play area and include prairie
perennials and shrubbery, and river
rock, along with picnic tables, benches,
and play equipment. They envision this
space to be used as an outdoor
performance space for events like the
Cathedral Village Arts Festival, and a
gathering space for people of all ages to
sit and eat their ice cream or drink their

coffee or snack from local businesses.
The microgrant committee and the
Cathedral Area Community Association
board is very thrilled to support these
projects. Look for updates on our social
media and in the next issue of the Village
Voice to see how you can be involved.
What is the microgrant?
The Cathedral Area Community
Association (CACA) micro-grant is a bi-

annual award of up to $2000 that is
available to individuals and community
groups based in the Cathedral Area to
pursue short-term community projects
that will benefit the Cathedral
neighbourhood.
The microgrant call for projects occurs
on January 1 and May 1 each year, with
deadlines February 1 and June 1. Watch
our social media and the Village Voice
for details.
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Tax Season is Upon Us
Once More
by Lena Schuck

RSO at Home:
Shostakovich Chamber
Symphony
The Regina Symphony Orchestra
(RSO) is thrilled to share a new concert,
available for viewing online. Chamber
Symphony in F major Op. 73a by Dimitri
Shostakovich is the first in an upcoming
series of concerts that will be available
for viewing through
reginasymphony.com.
While the COVID-19 pandemic has
presented us all with extraordinary
challenges, the RSO remains committed
to being a part of the rich cultural fabric
of life in Southern Saskatchewan—no
matter the obstacles”, said Gerrard,
“We’ve adapted, and I’m immensely
proud to bring you RSO at Home. It
offers you a different experience of the
RSO, but one that is still filled with the
passion and commitment of our
wonderful musicians”.
The Shostakovich Chamber Symphony
was first performed by the Regina
Symphony Orchestra in November 2020
as part of the reimagined concert season
at Holy Rosary Cathedral in Regina. The
orchestra musicians and Music Director,
Gordon Gerrard returned to the cathedral
in December, this time without an
audience, to record the concert with the
goal of connecting the live music
experience to our patrons in their homes.
This is the second digital offering from
the RSO this year. An online education
program RSO In Schools: The Crow’s

Contribute To The
Cathedral Village
Voice

Prophecy, complete with original concert
video and teaching guide was made
available in January online for grades 1
to 6. A detailed listening guide is
available for the Shostakovich Chamber
Symphony as well with information on
the background of the piece, by-theminute tips on what to listen for and
recommendations on what to listen to
next.
Additional online concerts will be
available on the RSO at Home webpage
in March and April. They will feature the
talents of the Regina Symphony
Chamber Players performing selections
from classic and contemporary
composers.
The concerts and education content is
available for free on the RSO website.
These online projects are an important
way for the orchestra to stay connected
with the community during these
challenging times. The RSO is a
registered charity and is accepting
financial donations to support our
continued work to share live, orchestral
music in Regina and beyond.
RSO at Home: Shostakovich
Chamber Symphony is available for
viewing at reginasymphony.com/rso-athome/
RSO In Schools: The Crow’s
Prophecy is available for viewing at
reginasymphony.com/rso-in-schools/

Want to help us tell the story
of the Cathedral
neighbourhood? We need
writers, artists,
photographers and any
other creative types. If you
have an itch to contribute,
contact us at
villagevoice@sasktel.net

It comes every year at that time when
you start getting really tired of snow –
tax season!
Here are things to consider when filing
your 2020 tax return:
•
Working from Home: Did you
work from home more than 50% for a 4week (or greater) period last year? If yes,
you are entitled to the workplace-use-ofhome deduction of $2/day (up to $400).
All you need to claim this deduction is a
record of the number of days you
primarily worked from home.
• Renovations: Many of us live in old
homes where renos are a way of life! If
you have (had) renovations done
between October 1, 2020 and
December 31, 2021, you can claim a
provincial tax credit on $12,000 of
renovations for the 2021 tax year (not
this year). This is worth a possible
refund of $1,155 on your taxes
($12,000 – 1,000 (base amount) at
10.5%). This includes receipts from
Lowes for the DIY-er (as long as you
keep your receipts) as well as work
done by tradespeople.
• Donations: Did you make any
donations to charity? Remember, there
is a $200 “deductible” – or rather, a
lower credit. But good news, you can
keep those donation receipts for up to
five years unclaimed and/or pool them
with your spouse (to maximize how

much you claim above $200).
Donations over $200 give you a 43.5%
non-refundable credit! So if you gave
$1,000 to your favourite charity
(amounts over $200), then you will get
$435 back on your taxes! Being
generous can be lucrative!
• Climate Action: Even if you make lowor no-income, this is worth filing for.
The first adult gets $500, the spouse
gets $250 and each child gets $125. It’s
refundable, so even if you don’t
otherwise pay tax, the CRA will send
you this money. And it’s not like they
are not collecting carbon tax from you.
They are. It’s yours to claim.
By now, you might be saying, “Sure
Lena, this is all great, but how do I
actually file my taxes?”
For the DIY-er: Wealthsimple Tax
Pay-what-you-want after you have
filed. Very easy to navigate. I have used it
personally and find it excellent.
For the filer looking for a helping hand:
Ask friends and neighbours first. There
are a bunch of (fairly) inexpensive
options to be found locally or in the online classifieds. These are often people
with lots of experience because filing
taxes is like cutting hair – not very hard
for someone if you know what to do!
(And by now we’ve all seen Covidinspired haircuts.)
Happy Tax Season!

March – April 2021
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Cathedral Village Arts
Festival Celebrates 30th
Anniversary Online
by Neil Adams
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The Cathedral Village Arts Festival was once a hidden gem, nestled in the friendly
neighbourhood, close to downtown and Wascana Park. While still a gem, the Festival
is no longer hidden. Celebrating 30 years since its inception in 2021, the Arts Festival
has become a Regina tradition, usually starting with a Victoria Day Parade and Picnic
in the Park all through the week to Saturday and the Street Fair, creating a week long
magical environment to usher in the summer. With patrons attending all kinds of free
events at venues throughout the neighbourhood, the final Saturday is the icing on the
cake with over 400 booths selling arts, crafts, food and more at the Street Fair.
However, the 2021 CVAF, much like the 2020 festival, will have to be held online
again due to Covid-19. We wish we could all gather together in the spirit of
community and the arts, but community safety has to come first. Although we can’t be
together, the planning committee of the CVAF is committed to providing a free and
full slate of unique and engaging programming. Also watch for our 50/50 raffle in the
coming weeks, last year’s pot was $5500!

That’s not to say we aren’t going to have the same ton of fun! There will be special
performances and art all week long over at our website, cvaf.ca. We’ve also
undertaken a renewal of the pedestrian tunnel underneath the Albert St bridge, so be
sure to follow our progress on that on our website as well. Our street fair is going
online too, with vendors selling their goods and shipping them out at cvaf.ca/store.
It is no small feat to pull off a festival of this size and duration. Much of the
groundwork is laid by the festival committee, and it is the large group of dedicated
volunteers that make it Regina’s favourite festival for five years running now. This
year, the Festival will run from May 24 to 29.
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It is the middle of February as I write and
a deep freeze has taken over the city.
Frost has covered the windows in our old
house and the temperature hit -50 today
with the windchill. This pandemic has
been long and hard and this weather is
not helping. I hope you are able to endure
this cold weather and are finding ways to
pass the time safely.
Even in these unusual circumstances, I
am doing my best to get to know the
Subdivision 5 communities. I have met
online with several School Community
Councils and a few Community
Associations, and I have really enjoyed
getting to know some new friends. What
I have most certainly learned, is that
there are many caring, loving people in
Regina who are working together to
connect and take care of each other.
School staff at all levels are working
around the clock dealing with new safety
protocols, increased mental health
challenges and the general feeling of
uncertainty due to covid-19. Fortunately,
Regina Public Schools have implemented
vigorous rules when it comes to the
pandemic. We offer both online and inclass learning, and families can choose to
change their format every few months.
We implemented a longer December
break with “e-learning” the weeks before
and after the holiday, and we will
continue to take actions to keep our
students and staff safe while offering the
best education possible in this
challenging situation. We have also

completed installation of new, enhanced
air filtration systems, something that will
help reduce the airborne transmission of
the virus and keep those working and
learning in schools as safe as possible.
In the few months that I have been on
the school board, there has already been
much work done. The Strategic
Engagement and Advocacy Committee
has been working to get internet for
students in our schools who do not have
access due to lack of technology or their
inability to connect to the internet.
Thankfully, we were able to get laptops
and tablets out to many students in need
and Sasktel extended their free holiday
data to coincide with our remote
learning. However, adequate technology
and access to wifi remain concerns.
In January, we wrote a letter to the
provincial government asking that
teachers be placed as a priority for the
second stage of the vaccine roll-out.
Unfortunately, it was recently announced
that this will not happen and that
vaccines will be prioritized for
vulnerable populations, the homeless and
according to age. We rely on school staff
to guide our children’s education as well
as to help maintain the economic wellbeing of our province, and I am sad that
despite the pivotal role school staff play,
they didn’t make the cut.
All trustees, as part of the Indigenous
Education Advisory Committee, took
part in an online program offered by First
Nations University of Canada. It was an

Indigenous awareness training course
called “Reconciliation Education”. There
is still much understanding, growth and
change that needs to happen in our
society and school systems to move
forward together in a positive way. The
trustees have also participated in many
online courses offered by the SSBA
(Saskatchewan School Boards
Association) on topics ranging from
Improving Communication, Navigating
Social Media, Privacy Concerns and
Strategic Planning.
In response to the “pride motion” that
was defeated in Fall 2019, a Special
Committee on Diversity was created
which is made up of teachers, principals,
senior administrators, members from the
LGBTQ2S+ community and many others
groups. In June 2020, this committee
made 15 recommendations to guide
continued support for the diverse
population of RPS. One of those
recommendations includes using a
diversity statement in our meetings.
Starting immediately, the following
statement will now be read at the end of
each RPS meeting: “The Regina Board of
Education recognizes that every student,
staff and community member has equal
value as prescribed under the United
Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the Saskatchewan Human
Rights code. Diversity makes us
stronger”. This statement will
complement the Land Acknowledgement
that we use at the beginning of our

meetings. In this same meeting, we also
voted unanimously for our schools to
observe and celebrate February as Black
History Month, and for all RPS staff,
senior administration and school trustees
to be trained in anti-oppressive practice
and diversity training. This training is in
response to a 2020 report presented by
past Trustee Jane Ekong. In her report, it
was found that our Black, AfricanCanadian students were targets of
discrimination and bullying, and that
there was a lack of understanding of
cross-cultural awareness in schools. I
believe that this training is an important
step towards ending discrimination in our
schools and working towards a division
(and society) where everyone belongs.
Topics like racism, discrimination,
oppression and pandemics (!) are not
always simple or comfortable to
navigate, but I believe we have a hardworking, open-minded Regina Public
School Board who is working diligently
to move our education system in the right
direction.
It has not been a simple or
straightforward first few months as a RPS
Trustee, but I care deeply about our
community, our children and education
and I am working hard to make Regina
Public Schools the best they can be.

We challenged Regina to get out and embrace winter by seeing how
far they could cross-country ski. Over 50 people clipped into their
bindings and hit the trails in the first ever Cathedral Village Ski
Challenge. It ran from January 15 to March 1 and everyone who
took part received cool Cathedral Village merch, an official
Certificate Of Participation (suitable for framing), and they get
bragging rights for the rest of the year!
The Cathedral Village Ski Challenge was put on in partnership with
Regina Ski Club and the City Of Regina.

Our Ski Challenge Adventure
by Melanie Hack
This year has been an interesting one for
our family, although we certainly are not
alone in that. With 4 young kids we
found ourselves looking for ways to stay
active as a family throughout the
pandemic and started exploring what our
local community has to offer in ways we
never had before. We started trying out
all the hiking trails we could find Wascana Marsh, White Butte Trails,
Fairy Hills Trail, Wascana Trails, and so
on. We discovered we all enjoyed
spending so much time outdoors and
when the winter hit we knew we wanted
to keep enjoying the outdoors, regardless
of temperature.
We’ve always enjoyed cross country
skiing, we are blessed to live within
walking distance of groomed trails. But
the challenge can be getting our kids
motivated and finding the time to get out

and go. When we heard about the
#CathedralSkiChallenge, we immediately
loved the idea! And when we told our
kids about it, they were so excited to try
it. Our oldest two (ages 10 and 9)
immediately wanted to go for the 50 km
to earn a toque. To be honest, I thought
they would go once or twice and peter
out! Instead the motivation has stuck They have completed over 30 km despite
some very chilly weeks and are
determined to finish it up before the end
of February.
Our favourite of these has to be the
White Butte trails. So beautiful and so
well maintained! There are a couple
warm up shelters plus picnic tables and
benches. We often pack a lunch and then
we can go for a long ski! We highly
recommend you take a trip out there.
We realized that with school, it was
challenging to get out for a ski before

supper so we picked up a couple of
headlamps and tried night skiing. The
ski challenge definitely motivated us to
try something new and we discovered
that we love it! We’ve also been trying
out as many trails as we can in the area so far we have done Les Sherman,
Kinsmen Park, Science Centre, White
Butte, and Echo Valley. We still have
more on our list to try before the snow
melts!
We’ve come to appreciate what
Saskatchewan and our local community
has to offer - plenty of beauty close to
home. We hope that the lessons we have
learned this year have a lifelong impact
on us as a family!

Council Backs Off Heritage Designation For
Crescents House
by Heritage Regina
Heritage Regina would like to thank the
more than 300+ people who showed their
support for the preservation of the
Bagshaw Residence by signing one of
two petitions circulated in the Cathedral
neighborhood.
Heritage Regina greatly appreciates the
work of the Review Board and that of
City Council and Administration in this
matter. We stand by our assertion that the
Bagshaw Residence should have been
assessed as a Grade 1 property and thus
designated. The recommendation of the
board is disappointing to many and
ultimately Regina City Council agreed
with the Review Board to pull the
support for designation, this will be a loss
for the community and for Regina’s
history. We do look forward to
supporting the suggestion of a Heritage
Conservation District proposed by then
Councilor Barbara Young.
The process that the homeowner, the
city, and the community have been
through in relation to the Bagshaw
Residence highlights ongoing concerns
with the Heritage Policy and the plan for
implementing this policy.
Heritage Regina is concerned because
although the current policy provides a
foundation for effective heritage
stewardship it falls short on good process
for identifying, protecting, and
commemorating our heritage inventory
which then perpetuates this adversarial
process we find ourselves in time and
again.
There has been a list of potential
heritage properties since the late 1980’s.

Every time a property on that list comes
to city council for demolition, we end up
in a month’s long process, pitting the
community against the owner to try to
save a historic building. Time and money
are spent on arguments about financial
feasibility, heritage significance,
structural integrity, property owners’
rights etc. If a designation is obtained,
then the process ends, and the property is
left to the devices of its owner. This can
lead to demolition by neglect, where
properties fall into further disrepair
leading to a new request for demolition.
The recommendation by the Review
Board to add yet another level of
assessment to the current policy is
troubling and potentially complicating.
We need our heritage inventory
identified and evaluated sooner rather
than later. There was a commitment to
review a number of properties each year
but that is not sufficient and seems to be
behind schedule. The longer we wait the
further into disrepair some of these
properties become and the risk of a lower
assessment and/or demolition increases.
Identifying the Grade 1 properties and
subsequently designating these properties
means that homeowners are clear about
the property’s importance to the
community, they have access to resources
for repairs, they have the support of the
city and any buyers of the property are
fully informed. We also suggest that this
will lead to more pride in ownership of
heritage properties making them even
more desirable. We implore the City to
make the assessment of the properties
currently on the list a priority.
The current Heritage Policy does not

address what happens after designation.
Owners are under obligation to keep the
property in good repair, but there is no
process in place for the City to ensure the
inventory of heritage properties is
maintained. Without periodic inspections,
the Grade 1 designated properties can fall
into disrepair and result in a loss of
heritage resources.
Finally, to complete the Heritage
Policy we require a process for
identifying and assessing properties
going forward. As the city ages, new
significant properties will emerge, and
we should not wait 40+ years between
inventories. A process to ensure that we
are adding and when necessary removing
locations from the list is critical to ensure
we do not maintain the current
adversarial process.

Commission Rejects
Cook House Plan

At a rare Saturday meeting,
Regina Planning Commission
unanimously rejected a proposal
to build a 16-unit condo
complex at 3160 Albert St. The
development, if approved,
would require demolition of
much of the historic Cook
House, preserving only the
eastern façade (which would
have to be moved north on the
lot).
RPC’s recommendation will
next go to a special meeting of
council on February 25.

